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Introduction

My goal in writing this book is to save you money!

PUBLISHING ON AMAZON’S KINDLE DIRECT PLATFORM

This book will show you how to publish your books on Amazon’s Kindle platform. It is the
best place to start your self-publishing journey.

FYI: Kindle has 70% of the U.S. Marketplace for self-published books.

WHY DIY?

Many services offer to help you get your self-published book to market. They want money or
a percentage of your profits to help you.

As you will see, publishing your book isn’t complicated. You can do it yourself and save lots
of money. The software required is inexpensive and easy to use.

Follow the steps in this free guide.

* Save money.
» Keep the rights to your book.
* Get your book into the world’s largest marketplace ASAP.

* You’ll use Print-On-Demand (POD). Your books will be printed as needed and sent directly
to the customer.

» This means that you don’t have to order hundreds of copies, store them and ship them.
YOU ARE THE PUBLISHER

I want to clear up any confusion as to your role in the self-publishing process. You will be the
publisher of your books.

You will buy your own ISBN numbers. That makes you the publisher of your books.

Amazon’s Kindle Store, IngramSpark, Apple Books, and others are the printers and
distributors. You are free to use any or all of these services. If you get a big order, you can get
them printed at an offset print shop. The choice is up to you.

THE PUBLISHING INDUSTRY

The book publishing industry has changed significantly in the past five years, and so has self-
publishing. Platforms like Amazon’s Kindle and Apple’s iBooks give self-publishers affordable
and professional outlets to release their books and eBooks.

If you find that a link isn’t working, please email me at Robert@NoDrawingRequired.com

LINK: Kindle Direct Publishing - kdp.amazon.com
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Is Self-Publishing Right For You?

Before you go any further...

How important is NOT IMPORTANT

it that your book

ki

JOIN SCBWIL.ORG

be in bookstores?
f W .
SCBWI will help you |&
creata a great Y
VERY IMPORTANT .
ENToenR oo | Self-publish on Kindle
You need to be published
by a traditional publisher. Y
Manage all aspects
of your book
W
[ JOIN SCBWI.ORG ] b4
\]—’ YOU ARE AN AUTHOR
AND A PUBLISHER

Submit your story to : YOU ARE AN
[ edilors and agents \Jela putzkzner AUTHOR

IS SELF-PUBLISHING THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR YOU?
Do you want your book to be in bookstores?

If this is your goal, do these four things:
¢

m—

1.  DON’T SELF-PUBLISH YOUR BOOK.

»  Publishers will only be interested in your self-published book if it
¢ sells well. In this case, you might as well keep self-publishing and the
“J +4" lion’s share of the money.

2. NEVER PAY FOR AN AGENT TO REPRESENT YOUR WORK.
* They should only make money when you make money.

3. NEVER PAY FOR A PUBLISHER TO PUBLISH YOUR BOOK.

= They take the lion’s share of the money. They need to take the risk that comes
along with that.

4. JOIN The Society for Children’s Book Authors and Illustrators (SCBWI).
* The SCBWI offers numerous opportunities to learn and network. It is filled with
caring people who will help guide you towards getting your book published.

A yearly membership is the best money you can spend toward your goal of getting
published. You will find answers to all your questions about traditional and self-
publishing. www.SCBWI.org
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o— Is Self-Publishing Right For You? —a

SO YOU WANT TO SELF-PUBLISH!

THE SELF-PUBLISHING STIGMA

With some exceptions, self-publishing a book is never (or at least in the near future) going to
have the same prestige as a traditionally published book.

SELF-PUBLISHING A QUALITY BOOK IS A LOT OF WORK.

You are doing the work of an entire publishing house. Depending on how you plan to
publish and market your book, your jobs can include writer, copy editor, book designer,
illustrator, webpage designer, marketer, copywriter, salesperson, publicist, video editor, and
accountant.

ABOUT THIS BOOK
At first glance, it seems like there are a lot of steps to get your book published.

There is NOTHING here that you can’t do!
Take it one step at a time, and you’ll be published before you know it.

DON’T PANIC

You don’t have to do all those jobs to self-publish a book. It depends on what your goals are
for your book. You can hire freelancers to do the jobs you don’t have the skills for.

TIP:
* Do as much as you can yourself.
» Learn new skills, like creating your webpage.

» If you hire someone to do a job, make sure you have a contract with them before they
start work. Have a lawyer review the contract to ensure all the essential details are
included.

« If you have someone create your website. Make sure you have all the information, and
passwords needed to modify or change the website. It should be in your contract that they
will provide this information and will not change it without notifying you. In the future,
you may need to have someone else change your website, and you don’t want to be
locked out of your website.

The minimum job list is writer/editor, book cover creator, and a little copywriting about
yourself and your book.

YOU’RE 100% IN CHARGE!

- .y
Traditionally published children’s books take two to three years ,from e
signing the contract to seeing them on the shelves. -

-

Once your self-published book is ready, you can have a copy in your \—/’
hand within a few days.
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Print Book Terms

o—
BEFORE YOU GET STARTED

Let’s go over how a book is printed and some printing terms. There won’t be a test on any
of this information. It’s just to introduce you to some concepts we’ll be covering. So don’t
worry if you don’t understand it all right now.

ISBN NUMBER

The ISBN is a unique identifier for a book that specifies its format, edition, and publisher.
Most people know it as the barcode on a book. In the U.S. ,they are purchased from
Bowker identifier services.

LANDSCAPE VS PORTRAIT

Most books are printed in portrait orientation. Portrait orientation is where the height
of the image is larger than or equal to the width. Landscape orientation works better for
most picture ebooks.

LANDSCAPE ORIENTATION

PORTRAIT ORIENTATION

PIXEL
«  eBook resolution is measured in pixels.

» A pixel is the smallest unit in a digital image. A JPG or other 2D image is made up of
millions of pixels. Pixel is short for Picture Element.

DPI

* Print resolution is measured in DP1. DPI stands for Dots per Inch. Every inch of a
printed page is made up of (the DPI) a number of dots.

RESOLUTION

* Resolution is the number of pixels that make up the width of an image times the number
of pixels that make up the height of an image.

NoDrawingRequired.com



o— Print Book Terms

ASPECT RATIO

» Aspect ratio is the ratio between the width and height of the image.
. It is expressed as the Width and Height separated by a colon. W : H

. For example: If the aspect ratio is 8:5. For every 8 pixels across, you will
have 5 down.

WHY ASPECT RATIO MATTERS:

The aspect ratios of print and ebooks are different. It means full page art from eBooks

won’t fit on the Print book page (and vis-a-versa). We’ll cover this in detail in the next
section.

KINDLE FIRE HD 10 LANDSCAPE
ASPECT RATIO 5:8

ARTWORK CROPPED TO:

8.5 x 8.5 PRINT PORTRAIT
ASPECT RATIO 1:1

PICTURE ASPECT RATION MATCHES
THE EBOOK PAGE PICTURE ASPECT RATION DOES NOT
MATCH THE EBOOK PAGE

NoDrawingRequired.com



o Print Book Terms

HOW A BOOK IS PRINTED
Let’s briefly discuss how your book will be printed.

So that illustrations can fill the page, the book’s pages are printed on paper larger than
the final book size.

The image fills the entire piece of paper. Because of this, the image “bleeds” over the
edge of the paper. Then the paper is cut (trimmed) to the size of the book.

The page bleed allows for
some paper alignment errors
during the printing process. It
ensures there won’t be any
unprinted space on the page,
which would show up as white
lines on the edge of your book.

Finally, there is a safe zone in
the center of the page, where
you put the important parts of
the image.

TRIM SIZE, BLEED AND THE SAFE ZONE

Bleed Line - The

“extra” part of the
image that extends past
the trim line. This area
is cut off before the
book is bound. This
ensures that the image
covers the entire page.

Funny
}/51//7/7}/

Trim Line - The line
where the paper is cut
after the page is printed.
The final size of the
book.

»

Wrong: The picture and
text will get cut off when
the book is printed and
trimmed.

Jack Rabbit

where text and and text are inside
important parts of the the safe zone.
image will be “safely”

printed.

_ - The area J Correct: The picture
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o— Print Book Terms

FACING PAGES
The left and right pages of an open book. The pages “face” each other.

GUTTER —
The inside margin between the facing pages. >

TRIM SIZE

The height and width of your printed book.

Images created for print books are MUCH larger than those for ebooks. If the image
isn’t large enough, it will be blurry and pixelated when printed.

Converting DPI TO Pixels and Vis-a-Versa
Since Dots = Pixels, this is an easy conversion.

For example, 8X10 is a nice size for a children’s book. You will need an image that
covers the entire page plus the Bleed Area.

The width in pixels would be (8 +.125)* 300 (DPI) = 2438
The height in pixels would be (10 +.250)* 300 (DPI) = 3075

Print books need at least 300 DPI. 400 DPI is better, but (usually) no bigger than
450 DPI.

Information about the DPI, Bleed Size, Trim Size, and Safe Zone will be found on
the website of the book publisher you decide to use.

THE TAKEAWAY ABOUT CREATING IMAGES FOR PRINT
» The aspect ratio and image resolution (DPI) of a print book are different than eBooks.
* You will have two separate versions of your final book: eBook and Print.
» Books are measured in inches, not pixels.
» To convert pixels to inches: times the Dots per inch * dimension.

» The image size for any images that will fill your pages needs to be the size of the
Bleed.

LINKS:

KDP: Set Trim Size, Bleed, and Margins - https://kdp.amazon.com/
en_US/help/topic/GVBQ3ICMEQW3W2VL6

OR search Google for “KDP Trim Size”

. , o——7—a
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&Sfeps to Self-Publishing on Kindle

First, Create Your Print Book
Decide on the Paper

Write Your Story Size Layout Your Book
Create the Book Cover Export your PDF
—
-
PUBLISHING STEPS
Business Decisions Buy Your ISBNs CreaAtSsz)Eri?dle
—~ — Jrl it
- Import Your PDF into
ISB port YO
Assign a ISBN Kindle
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o— Steps to Self-Publishing on Kindle

Order an Author Proof Fix any Problems Publish Your Print Book

&
il

CONGRATULATIONS YOUR PRINT BOOK IS PUBLISHED

Next, Create Your eBook

Import your PDF Convert to Kindle Export Your Kindle
with Kindle Create Comic Format eBook KDF
W
‘
Import your eBook Assign a ISBN
KPF into Kindle (Optional) Review Your Book
Publish your eBook Copyright Your Book

CONGRATULATIONS! YOUR EBOOK IS PUBLISHED

NoDrawingRequired.com



Write Your Story

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE STORY

Your story and your characters are what matter. The best
illustrator won’t make a poorly written story better.

TIPS:
Put on your creative hat. Write first, edit later. Get your ideas written down. Then you
have something to revise.

Join a Critique Group

Many writer’s organizations, like the SCBWI, have critique groups you can join.
Getting constructive feedback on your manuscript will help you improve your story.

Be open to criticism and suggestions about your story from other writers in your
group. You don’t have to take their advice, but at least listen with an open mind.

MAKE EVERY WORD COUNT
* Don’t bog your story down with repetitive details and descriptions.
» Take a copy of your story and see how many words you can cut out.
* Remember, the artwork in your story is there to tell half of your story.
 The current publishing trend for children’s books is 500 words or less.

PROOFREAD!

Spelling, punctuation, and grammar are the tools of your trade. Learn to use them
effectually to craft your story

Your goal is to create a book that looks professional. It should be able to stand
proudly on a shelf next to the latest, best-selling children’s book.
Two things that will immediately identify your book as an inferior work are:

» Amateur artwork.

* Grammar and punctuation errors.

REVISE

Don’t publish your first draft. Writing your story was a lot of work. But, Can you
make it better? Read it aloud to see how it sounds. Is the moral of the story getting in

the way of the story?

Your audience will never know what you left out of your story. Less is more.

ingRequi —— 10—
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o— Write Your Story

IMPROVE YOUR WRITING SKILLS

For many children’s book authors, it has
been years since their last grammar
lesson.

I recommend “Write A+ Papers™ for a
quick review.

“Write A+ Papers” uses the “Sentence
Identification Method.”

There are only four types of sentences.
Once you can identify the sentence, it is
easy to punctuate.

I’m offering “Write A+ Papers” eBook
for a special price of $2.99.

Once you know the rules, you still might
want to hire an editor or invest in a
Grammarly subscription.

BY BEVERLY HERRICK

LINKS:
Write A+ Papers - www.ubuyebooks.com

Grammarly - www.grammarly.com

ingRequi —— | —=
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Let's Get
Started



Choose Your Publishing Software

PUBLISHING SOFTWARE

To create a self-published
book, you’ll need software to
layout your pages with pictures and text.
You will then export your layout to a
PDF file.

My recommendation is Comic Life
from Plasq. It is inexpensive, easy to
use, and very powerful. I use it to
publish my children’s books.

There is a free 30-day trial.

The examples in this book are created with Comic Life.

FYI:

There are lots of software programs that create PDF files. Microsoft Word and other
word processing programs can export in PDF. But, I don’t recommend that you use
word processing programs. Formatting and layout are much easier with a desktop
publishing program.

Common Desktop publishing software includes Microsoft Publisher, Adobe
InDesign, Affinity Publisher, QuarkXPress. These are all great publishing programs,
but they can be complicated to learn.

If you already have a desktop publishing program that you like, you should use it.

TIP:

If you have good computer skills and want a robust program at a budget price,
I recommend Affinity Publisher from Serif Software.

Photo-editing software can also come in handy. Affinity Photo is a good,
inexpensive choice. affinity.serif.com

LINKS:
ComicLife from Plasg.com
Affinity Publisher from Serif Software. affinity.serif.com

ingRequi ——[3—a
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Decide on the Paper Size

o—
The first thing you need to do is decide what trim size your print
book will be. Remember: The trim size is the final size of your book.
You’ll learn a quick way to turn your print book into an eBook. How
the eBook will look depends on the trim size of the print book.

KINDLE HD BOOK PAGE 8 x 10 PRINT BOOK PAGE

Note that the top and bottom borders around the Kindle page are gray to
show how the image fits onto the Kindle. They would be black in the actual
conversion to make them less noticeable.

CREATING AN EBOOK AND A PRINT BOOK FROM THE SAME
LAYOUT

Using the same PDF layout to create your eBook and print book will save you a lot
of time. But there are some drawbacks to using this method, because the aspect
ratio between a Kindle Fire HD and a print book is different.

Your eBook will have some black bars at the top and bottom of the pages. The
Comic book mode will help create a good reading experience, But it’s not perfect.

Before you start creating your book, you must decide on the size of your print
book (the trim size).

In the current market, you will sell more print books than ebooks. So you should
focus on making a great-looking print book.

. ‘ o—— ] —a
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o— Decide on the Paper Size
The chart below shows the different trim sizes that both Kindle and IngramSpark print.

At the top, you can see that a 5 X 8” print book is the same aspect ratio as Kindle Fire
HD. If you chose this size, your book would look the same in print and as an eBook.
However, 57 X 8 print books don’t leave much room on the page for illustrations and
are more for early readers that picture books.

At the bottom is 8.5 X 8.5”. This (in my opinion) is an ideal picture book size.

A good compromise between print and eBook is 8°X10”.

PORTRAIT MODE TRIM SIZE Ao,
]| Perfeet T torKindle g g (127 x 2032 om) 16
Kindle Fire HD 1.6
5.5" x 8.5" (13.97 x 21.59 cm) 1.55
5.06" x 7.81" (12.85x 19.84 cm)  |1.55
5.25" x 8" (13.34 x 20.32 cm) 1.53
6" x 9" (15.24 x 22.86 cm) 15
6.14" x 9.21" (15.6 x 23.39 cm) 15
6.69" x 9.61" (16.99 x 24.41 cm)  |1.44
7" x10"x (17.78 x 25.4 cm) 1.43
8.27" x 11.69" (21 x 29.7 cm) 1.42
7.44" x 9.69" (18.9 x 24.61 cm) 1.31
8.5" x 11" (21.59 x 27.94 cm) 1.3
Good Compromise 8" x 10" (20.32 x 25.4 cm) 1.25
7.5"x 9.25" (19.05 x 23.5 cm) 1.24
% Ideal” Chudren's Book lg 5 g.5" (21.59 x 21.59 cm) 1
rint Size

5 x 8 CONVERT 8.5 x 8.5 CONVERT 8 x 10 CONVERT

ingRequi —— |5 —a
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o— Decide on the Paper Size —a

The other drawback of using one PDF is that the Comic Book layout is only available on
Kindle.

* Although, you can export your Comic life layout to other formats. Exporting your
eBook to other eBook publishing platforms like iBooks, Kobo, and Barnes and Noble
1s outside the scope of this book.

YOU CAN CREATE TWO SEPARATE VERSIONS

You can create two separate layouts to get a print and an eBook version. You would make
a copy of the Comic Life file and reformat it for the eBook version.

I suggest converting your print book to a Kindle eBook with Kindle Create Comic layout
and publish it. If you don t like the results, you can always create a separate eBook version
and publish that.

PAGE COUNT

As a self-publisher, you have complete control over the content of your books. You can
choose any number of pages for your print book and eBook.

However, it’s a good idea to stick with industry-standard conventions.
Your book should include a Title page, a dedication/copyright page.

The standard page count for a traditionally published picture book is 32 Pages. Although
they may be 24, 32, 40, or 48 pages. This is because of the way they are produced.

WHY STICK WITH INDUSTRY-STANDARD PAGE COUNTS?

You never know what the future holds for your children’s book. If it is published by a
traditional publisher, or you decide to use an offset printing house to fulfill a big order,
you won’t have to reformat it to fit a standard page count.

TIP:
Some things to keep in mind about spreading images across pages.

For your first book, avoid spreading image across two pages. Getting the images to match
up in the center of the book (the gutter) can be difficult.

Also, you won’t be able to spread the image across pages in your eBook. If you decide to
manually make an eBook major layout changes will be required.

ingRequi —— |6 —a
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Book Dummy for 24 Page Picture Book

Decide on the Paper Size

BLANK TITLE PAGE COPYRIGHT
: . oL PAGE 3
(Inside Cover) Title Dedication
- , ) Your Story Starts
No printing Picture Copyright Here.
allowed Author Name Legal Info
PAGE 4
Story PAGE 5 PAGE 6 PAGE 7
Continues. ...
PAGE 8 PAGE 9 PAGE 10 PAGE 11
PAGE 12 PAGE 13 PAGE 14 PAGE 15
PAGE 16 PAGE 17 PAGE 18 PAGE 19
PAGE 20 PAGE 21 PAGE 22 PAGE 23
BLANK . .
PAGE 24 ; Note: Most Traditionally Published
Last P ; (Inside Back Picture Books are 32 Pages. Just add
Yas Sa tge 0 Cover) the extra pages to your picture book
our story. No printing dummy.
allowed

NoDrawingRequired.com
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Create a Picture Book Dummy

—a

&

A picture book dummy is a rough layout of your story in picture book format.

BUILDING YOUR BOOK

You’re going to create your picture book dummy.
Then you will rework and revise your picture book
dummy into a finished picture book.

HOW TO MAKE A PICTURE BOOK DUMMY WITH COMIC LIFE.

G5

‘(
Create the Layout Title pages and
Template copyright pages

i

Place Your Text

Placeholder art. Art Think and write

X

Notes. visually

ol *
igi 4/?::

Replace the
Placeholders with the
Final Art

: . —— 8 —=
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Create the Layout Template

You need to create a template, in Comic Life, for your picture book.

HOW TO CREATE THE SAFE ZONE FOR YOUR TEXT AND IMAGES
LET’S GET STARTED

We’ll use a trick to set the Alignment Guides to your safe zone.

1. Start Comic Life

& @ Template Chooser
All
My Templates
Misc
Scripts
Blank B_25X11 Pletura Book P B_5X8_5 Cover Template
Samples
Comics
Blank
Ceartificates
Creative
Education
How To
Blank Seript Dark Horse Intro Script
Life Stories
Single Panels
Classic .
= Blank (with Styles) Outstanding Effort
Open Recent (v ] Open an Existing File... Cancel Choose

2. Select Blank (with Styles)
3. Click Choose

ingRequi —— 9 —a
NoDrawingRequired.com



o— Create the Layout Template

4. Go to Main Menu — File — Page

Setup
. ® Llge Cugtom Page

5. Set the page size. Be sure to add e ol

the extra .125 inches to the width 150 Paper Sizes |

and .250 inches to the height for the sy N emm SR

bleed Book Paper Sizes Crientation; * Portrait

» Bauare Papar Sizes Landscape
* US Paper Sizes
EX&I’I’Ipl@Z 8X10 bOOk Video Docirnent Margins
‘Wab Page Sizes s
Width: 8.125 X Height: 10.250 sl cain
Tablet 0375 )
5. Set the margins to .375 I Dt B
8 5 X 11w Bleed
E.6XES w Bleed

Note - ONLY for books over 150 R maion
pages. Setting the margins (Safe b wlh beed
Zone) to .375 works because the S—
margins are the same size on both
sides of the page. The gutter (inner
margin) increases as the page count +|=
increases. Use Affinity Publisher for _— -
books over 150 pages.
6. Click OK

e

| ' —'H;,ﬂm

0
C
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o— Create the Layout Template

7. Drop a Panel on the page

X w:3.979 in h: 3.750 in

8. Drag the sides of the panel to the margins on the page. The margins will appear as
a blue; line when the edge of the panel gets close. The panel edge will snap to the
margin.

s : ¢
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o— Create the Layout Template

9. When you are finished, you will have a big panel that fills the center of the
page.

10. Zoom into the page. You will be placing the alignment guides on the panel
edges, so you want to get a close-up view of each panel edge.

STrLES

4

L

b

I1.  Set the window so you can see the left side of the panel.

L

12.  Put your mouse cursor on the Ruler on the Left side. Click and drag the line
that appears on the Left Panel Edge.

Unititled

na . -A -A

I B S

0315 in
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o— Create the Layout Template

13. Repeat step 7 for the other three edges. For the top and bottom edges, you
will drag from the ruler at the top of the screen.

Temaian  Tiz Len Wrarge | Wmw Rredo cein
ks Pragen wad Kty u
Elure |igonits wnd Paaics. W
Hady Elpvarats wey | 3
how farpi Feiae

et Foread

<<<<<

LEum

BER =N.

Yot Boet Bt NS B

S— -
— T

15. Delete the Panel.

16. Save the Page as a Comic Life Template. File — Save as Template

Ensure that all of your text and images are placed inside the alignment guides.
Items placed outside the safe zone might be trimmed when the book is created.

You can cover the entire page with an illustration or color.
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kSeHing Up Comic Life Packagesﬂ

THE FIRST THING IS TO CHANGE A SETTING IN COMICLIFE
ComicLife has two different ways that it handles pictures that are placed TK.

The default setting is to link the image to the picture file. You can think of this as having a
bunch of picture frames. Instead of the picture being stored in the frame. There is a note
with the location of the picture in your house. So when you want to see the picture, you
know where to find it and place it in the frame. This method works great, unless you move
the picture and don’t update the note. In computer terms: the picture file gets moved to
another folder on your computer and Comic life can’t find it.

The other method is to embed the pictures in the Comic Life project file. You can think of
this as the pictures being kept in their frames. This does increase the size of the Comic Life
file., But that shouldn’t be a problem. Comic Life calls embedding files “Saving as a
Package”

You just need to turn this setting on in the preferences. You should only have to do this
once.

SET COMIC LIFE TO SAVE IMAGES INSIDE PROJECT FILES

Do the following steps:
1. Go to the Main Menu
2. Click on Comic Life — Settings

# Comiclife File Edit Insert Format Arrange View Window Help

About Comic Life

Stay in Touch...
N Settings... ®,
Services > :

Hide Comic Life #EH =
Hide Others {

Quit Comic Life

You don’
to illustr
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o— Setting Up Comic Life Packages

3. Check the Save as Package checkbox.

4. Press the red button in the upper left corner to close the
“Comic Life Preferences” popup.

@ Comic Life Preferences A= | L
Gnaaral Ruliprs Moto Browser

For Mew Decuments: 0 Show Template Chooser
Use template: Blank (with Styles)
Choose...

I ¥ Save as package I
Show Script Editor on right

Camera: HD Pro Webcam C820 &

‘Warn when camera discovery is disabled

Editing: Clip new non-image elements to panels
Play sounds while editing

Photo Import: Create captions from phaoto tites
¥ Create captions from photo comments

EMBEDDING IMAGES IN AN EXISTING PROJECT

If you start a Comic Life project file and don’t have the Save as package checkbox set,
you can copy all the picture files into your Comic Life project file.

1. Goto Main Menu — File — Consolidate Comic
2. Then Set the Save as package checkbox in the Setting.

@ ComicLife Fila FEdit Insert Format Arrange View Window Halp

Mew N

Mew from Template Chooser... O8N
Open... ®x0
Open Recent >
Close EW
Save =5
Consclidate Comic...

Autoflow Images

You don’
‘to illustr

Import Seript...
Inmport Comics...
Export

Save As Template...

Page Setup...
Frint...
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Building Your Book
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USE YOUR PUBLISHING SOFTWARE TO BUILD YOUR BOOK.

Use your Desktop Publishing Software to layout your picture book dummy. The following
example shows how to layout your ebook with Comic Life. The steps will be similar, if you
use other publishing software to layout your book.

FYI: You need to play around with Comic Life to learn how to use the controls.

EXAMPLE: CREATE YOUR PICTURE BOOK DUMMY IN COMIC LIFE
1. Start Comic Life

2. Create a New Project by selecting the template you created. OR Load the template file
you created.

) [ ] Template Chooser
All
My Templatas
(1]
Seripts
Elari
Eairgnies A_ANE_S
Cemlcs

Elark

TEK 11 Plcturs Book
Certificates
Creathse
Education

How Ta
B_Sx&_5 Covar Tamplae

Lite Storles 10 whh Blissa

Singlke Fanels

Classic

Cipen Recent H Dipen an Existing Fila Cancal Choose

3. Duplicate the page to create 32 New Blank Pages (24 if it’s a short book)

4. Create Your Title Page and Copyright Pages on Page One and Two.

LN

Print View

Stroke: I —]

FPAGES Ic‘III|I|I2I|I|I|I|4I|I|I|IEI

| &
L New Blank Page

— [ Duplicate Page

New Page with Grid Layout...

New Page with Current Panels
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o— Building Your Book —a

NOTE: The example is an eBook format. The principles for laying out a print
book are the same. The only difference is that the graphics you don’t want to
be clipped must be in the Safe Zone.

‘_ TITLE PAGES AND COPYRIGHT PAGES

5. Take your script and break it into lines and small paragraphs that you think should go
on a page.

For Flirabath

Copymight 2018, Aoter Hemick

- Spmonl Tranks fo A, SCEPW Plantoson Fionda Crigque
Fﬁ“*-h" Group. 30 Unverse and 2l the takenied orbsis al Dazid
1 J‘:-

Licenss, images and they Bcenass copryrghl thesr respectvm
"] copyright hokliars. Lised under Reansa

6. Copy the lines and paste them onto the pages in your book. Don’t worry if you have
too many or too few to fill the book. You can always add additional pages.

SCRIPT EXAMPLE
Walter The Worried School Bus
By Robert Herrick

Early in the morning, Mr. Turner and Walter, the school bus, started their day.
At the bus stop, Billy, Taylor, Darcy and George got on.

But Julie wasn'’t there.

Walter liked Julie ever since she stopped Billy from putting gum under his seat.

‘I hope she isn’t sick,” he thought as they drove to school.
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7. Place the text on the page. Put a panel as a placeholder for the artwork and/or write art

Building Your Book

PLACE YOUR TEXT

notes about the artwork for the page.

PASES

10

n

12

13

sTrLES
V] .

R W
g

.-I .

S CEEN

|o|||I||||2|||I||||4|||I||||6|||I||||a|||I||||1?||I||||1%||I||||-I‘|1||I||||1?I|I||]

2l
. |

id A
.

=
:

Sl =]
| ]

=

Al
:

[The next day, they arrived at the bus stop. Tayler, Cindy and Billy got on, but Julie wasn't there |

and George wasn't either.

["I'm sure there is nothing to worry about”, Walter thought.
But thinking that didn't help. He still was worried.

[That night, Walter didn’t sleep very well.
He kept wondering where Julie was. "What could =
have happened to her”, he thought. ArtNofe: He imagined a lot of

fo jer,

thingd Chal might have quppened}

" Art Note: Jule abducted by
aliens

|

TIP: Art Notes - Visualize the page. Write a brief
description of the picture(s) you want on the page.

TIP: Avoid spreading the image across the page.
» It will increase the chance of misaligned images.

* You won’t be able to spread the image across pages in your eBook. Significant
layout changes in the eBook will be required.

NoDrawingRequired.com
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o Building Your Book

PLACEHOLDER ART. ART NOTES.

8. Rework your text and picture layout until you are happy with the design.

m’ﬂ |D| || I2I| | II‘I 1l |IIEI 1l 1 |al 1 11 |1DII 1 |12|I 1 I|1.'| 11 I.Iiil 1 ]

It was early in the moming when Mr. Turner and Walzer
pulled out of the bus lot ta start their day

il
:

10
Walter, the school bus smiled as he pulled up vo the bus stop

Billy and Tayler, Cindy and George got on. But Julie wasn't there

i |

==_-"1Panel Tool

If possible, get your book to 32 pages.

Tip: If you need to add a page and you don’t want to create extra text/ You can add
a “this book belongs to ” page at the front of the book after the title page.
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o— Building Your Book —4a

o THINK AND WRITE VISUALLY

As you are laying out your book, look at your text. Are there parts that you
-— - | can express in your drawing?

@/ --— | The first illustration has a lot of descriptions that sets the scene. That’s a lot
of text to put on a picture book page.

i"?g' = 7
[ A
C.J. climbed upon the top of the old /

tire swing that hung from the
gnarled oak in his backyard.

He rocked back and forth
until the swing bucked like
a8 Brahma bull.

C. J. grabbed Grandpa
Jake's hat, as it slipped
from his head.

‘I'm going fo be a
famous cowboy foo’,
he shoufed.

“No bull is ever going to
get the best of me.”

ARTWORK IS 50% OF YOUR BOOK.

The first two lines describe what is happening in the picture. By eliminating them, you
improve the layout and story flow.

Unless it 1s essential to understanding the story, describing what is happening in the
illustration is like writing the same sentence twice. Same sentence twice.

r il ™= . l b 1
KA ﬁ?
/

C. J. grabbed Grandpa Jake's hat,
as it slipped from his head.

‘I'm going fo be & famous
cowboy foo’, he shoufed.

“No bull is ever going to
get the best of me.”
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PICKING A FONT

Pick a font that’s easy for young children to read. You can always add a font to your

Building Your Book

computer. These fonts are found in the Fonts Panel.

Collection o
All Fonts
English
Favorites
Recently Used
Ebook
Fixed Width
Fun
Modern
FDF
Traditional
Web

| ”
Helvetica
Family Typeface
3D BARS
3D SHAPES XEFFECTS
256 Bytes

AC.M.E. Secret Agent
Academy Engraved LET
Aero Matics

Aero Matics Display

Aero Matics Display Light
Aero Matics Light

Al Bayan

Al Nile

Al Tarikh

American Typewriter

Size

10
1

12
13
14
18
24
36
48
64

LINKS:

The Best Free Fonts for Children’s Books - https://www.indesignskills.com/

inspiration/free-fonts-childrens-books/

Google - “How to install a font”

Now 1t’s time to create the final

NoDrawingRequired.com
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Artwork

o— —a

There is no such thing as the right way to illustrate a children’s book. Go to the bookstore,
a library, or check out the eBook previews on Amazon. You will see everything from the
line drawings of Jeff Kinney’s “Wimpy Kid” books to the detailed color illustrations of
Maurice Sendak’s “Where the Wild Things Are.”

As I said before, your story and your characters are what matter. The best illustrator won’t
make a poorly written story better. But, amateur illustrations and poor book design detract
from a good story.

They say that you can’t judge a book by its cover. But the fact is, you can. Your book
cover is the first thing a buyer sees. If the cover illustration does not tempt them to give
your book a closer look, you’ve lost that sale.

You aren’t striving for perfection; your goal is to grab the buyer’s attention. So put your
best efforts into your creation.

IF YOU ARE A PROFESSIONAL ARTIST
That’s awesome. You’re one step ahead of the rest of us.
Keep reading to see how you can speed up your workflow.

HIRING AN ILLUSTRATOR

Before you jump into creating artwork for
your book, let’s look at another option, hiring
an artist to do it for you.

The easiest way to illustrate your children’s
book is to have someone else do the work.
Unfortunately, it is also the most expensive
option.

A talented illustrator isn’t going to
illustrate your book for a percentage of the
profits. Why? Because most books don’t
make a profit.

[lustrators need to make a living wage. A quick search of the US Bureau of Labor Statistics
shows that the median wage for illustrators is $50,000 per year. Think of it this way, if it is
going to take four months to illustrate your book. Then you are going to pay them four
months’ salary - $17,700. (This is just an example, illustrators’ rates vary greatly.)

You might be able to find an inexpensive illustrator on the internet. As a general rule, you
get what you pay for. Buyer beware.
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o— Artwork

If you decide to hire an illustrator, make sure you have a contract before any work
1s started. The contract should include: who owns the art, rate, the cost for
changes, payment schedules, delivery dates, royalties you owe, etc. This is a big
investment and will affect how you can sell or market your book. The best advice,
consult a lawyer.

TIPS FOR CREATING ILLUSTRATIONS THAT HELP TELL YOUR STORY

9|
H . Let your visuals tell 50% of the story.
ﬁ . Scenes should be physical - Something is happening that you can see.

No need to draw art you aren’t going to use.

. Layout the book first. You should have a good idea of what picture goes
on every page.

» Capture emotion. Pay close attention to the character’s expression and body
language.

* Eliminate the scenes that don’t move your story forward.
* You don’t need to show every action or detail.

* Lessis more. You don’t have to fill the page with unnecessary characters, objects, or
background images.

» If a scene takes place in one location. You can do an establishing shot, then focus on
just the characters and their actions in the following pages.

» Don’t be afraid to use spot illustrations on some pages.

TERMS:
Spot illustration - just the character or object with no background.

Establishing shot - a wide shot that shows the location and the characters. T
his technique is commonly used in television and films.It establishes in the
reader’s mind where things are at in the scene.

What do you do if you’re not an illustrator and you don’t
want to hire one?

You have two options.
1.Spend 10,000 hours learning to become a professional artist.

2. Spend a few hours with No Drawing Required and learn how to
create your own illustrations without learning how to draw!

: . B—— 33 —=a
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o Artwork

CREATE YOUR OWN ILLUSTRATIONS WITHOUT LEARNING HOW TO DRAW

It’s true! You don’t have to learn to draw to illustrate your children’s book. With
Daz Studio, your computer can draw the illustrations for you.

Daz Studio uses the same character technology as computer-animated movies.

With Daz Studio, you use 3D characters and sets to
quickly create a 3D scene. Then the 3D scene is
converted into a 2D image, ready to be used in your
books.

You don’t create the characters and settings. Talented
artists have already created them.

o—— 34 —a
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Artwork
Daz Studio is not a N
drawing or painting NO DRAWING REQUIRED
program. You pose and You don’t have to
direct the characters; learn to draw
you don’t draw them. to illustrate )fﬂli‘l"

‘ 's boOK:
Best of all, Daz Studio software is free. Chlldren
The costs involved are in purchasing the
3D characters and sets. These are
reasonably priced and can be reused
throughout your books.

Using Daz Studio can save you thousands
of dollars.

I wrote “No Drawing Required” to help
you learn Daz Studio. . It is written
specifically for children’s book authors
and is filled with tips and techniques to
save you time and money.

Z
J
N
N
e
)
n..,

Daz Studio isn’t complicated, but there

are some concepts and processes you’ll need to learn. We’ll take baby steps through
these with easy-to-follow walkthroughs.

You might even make money creating illustrations for other authors.

Every day you wait is another day that your book could be making you money.

YOU DON’T HAVE ANYTHING TO LOSE.

Before you hire an illustrator, watch the Ten easy steps to create artwork for your
children’s book video at NoDrawingRequired.com

Since Daz Studio software is free and you’ve
already read this far, check out Daz Studio and
No Drawing Required. If you don’t get the
desired results, then you can hire an illustrator.
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ADVANTAGES OF CREATING YOUR ARTWORK WITH DAZ STUDIO

Fast - Produce a finished illustration in hours
NO art skill is required to create professional artwork.
Daz Studio is free.

Control your costs.
» Estimate your art costs before you spend any money.

Reuse 3D models in other books.
* Once you pay for a 3D model, you can use it in as many illustrations as you
want.

Fun. Watch as your illustrations appear at the push of a button.

Easy to learn.

» With No Drawing Required, learning to illustrate your children’s books won't
take long.

» Confident building, Baby steps approach.

You’re in charge.

* You understand your book better than anyone else. You aren’t at the mercy of
someone else to create the illustrations.

NoDrawingRequired.com

LINKS:
Hire An Illustrator

SCBWI Illustrator Gallery - https://www.scbwi.org/illustrator-gallery/

UpWork: https://www.upwork.com/hire/illustrators/landing/

Hireillo : https://www.hireanillustrator.com/
Do It Yourself (and save $$$)
No Drawing Required: NoDrawingRequired.com
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IF YOU ARE A PROFESSIONAL ARTIST

Check out No Drawing Required. Daz Studio can create reference material for your
artwork without hiring models. You can pose and light the virtual characters. Easily

solves perspective problems. Daz Studio also simulates wind and fabric folds. Save

time and effort by prevising your characters.

PREVISIUALIZE YOUR CHARACTERS TO CREATE ART REFERENCES.

Here are examples of the same figure in two different poses. The hair and dress had a
soft materials simulation run on them. Simulating how the hair and cloth would lay
in the scene.

Difterent lighting effects have been applied to some of the models.

o—— 37—
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Place Your Artwork

( Replace the art notes and placeholder art with final artwork.
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But Julie wasn't there.
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1. Main Menu — File —
Export — Export to PDF...

2. Set Image Limit to 300
dpi.

3. Pages: All
4. Click Next....

5. Name your PDF.

6. Select a folder to save your
PDF.

7. Click Export.

TIP: Put the PDF in a folder
where you can find it and give it
a name that will help you
remember what it is.

For example Ten is too many
Kindle Print Final. PDF

Place Your Artwork

EXPORT YOUR PDF

Once you have your book laid out the way you want, you need to export the
PDF to be uploaded to Kindle.

Comic Life  File

 Edit Insert Formal  Arrange  View  Window  Help

M

Dpem.,
i Dpen Recant
Y b
"m__ Clase
mE] Sawe

Sawe AL

Consolidate Comic. ..

Autoflow Images

2k Import Scripd...
Import Comics....

Export
Sawe As Templata...
a

Page Salup...
%  Print..
— —w

POF Images

Export to PDF

Waw from Template Choosar...

HMN
3 N
®O
¥
’ |
Export to Image{s)... -
Expoart to Phatos...
Expoart to ePuk... H
Export to CBZ...

T Sl W I_

—_— — — -

#Pub: CRT

Image Limit:  300dpi @
Pages: D Al to:
TR |
E 1 ]
cancel (I
-
W e ae | Tan & ted Many Print beck Color S |
A Applicati..
(T Dranloads
F1 Satf Fubdi v | H 5 Self Pubbsh Brint Boak B k) =
[ Tenis Ta., —
Mo Diraral..
ENEES =B G5 ¥ &_5 test tomp aic_KC 3G F
Eloud [, =
» 2| XA Tu=pkala
=" Bhiarai i
5 Bandls.. &

0 amnl, =

Bl IR E= Mew Folder

L WDF. &

cancel

Now you’re ready to create the print book cover.
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Create the Book Cover

- You are going to make a cover layout. It’s almost identical to how you
created your Book Dummy template. Actually, it’s a little easier because
Kindle provides a template for you.

1. Go to Kindle’s Cover Calculator

https://kdp.amazon.com/cover-calculator

. Enter Your Book Information
2. Enter your Book Information

Binding type

Paperback W
Interbor bype

Framilum colar w
Paper type

White paper W

Paqge-turn directian

Lett 1o Right W

Memiurement units

Inches W

It rbar trim size

A 100In W

Page count
mlumber of pages at your formatted trim size

ware abut brim siee and page sonr
52| Ll
Caloulate dimensiars

Derenbaad Ternplate

Reset boak Infarmation

3. Press Calculate Dimensions

# Description Width [in] Haight (im]} # Description Width (im]) Height [in]
| Full Cover ~ 16,325 10,25 &  Sping ~ OLOTE 10
2 Fromt Cower a8 10 7 Spine Safe Area 4] o375
T Sale drea - 7.875% o7s 8 Spine Margin - ODEZ D052
4 Bleed 0.125 0125 9 Barcode Marngin 025 0.25
5 Margin 0.125 0125

_ b0 ddo
The “Full Cover” Width and Height are going to be the size of your Comic Life
project.

: : —— 40 —=
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o— Create the Book Cover

4. Press Download Template VD

Download Template

Reset book information

5. Open the downloaded zip file.

< PAPERBACK_8-4 B =M K = v @~ o]

SAPERBACH -4
Hame

= PAPERBACE_B.DDO:0.000_3Z_PREMIUM_WHITE en_U3S.pdf
PAPERBACK_B.DODx10.000_32_PREMILM_WHITE en_USpng Ju 2022 at 8:271PM 0 KE PMNG image

readime 1xl 202 G 1KB P

6. Extract the .png file to a directory that has your graphic files for the book.

IMPORTANT TIP: Extract (Move) the .Png file from the zip file.
DON’T paste the .PNG into the Comic Life file without removing it from the zip.

If you don’t, when you close your zip file. Your Comic Life program might not
be able to find the png. You will get a graphic of a picture and question mark to

show that the image is missing.

L
7. Open Comic Life. ey
use Page Setupr
1 * S0 Paaer Gices
8. Select Blank (with Styles) LR T —
= Damis Paper Sizas i s g
* Book Paper Sizes Dineriat on Aartrat
9. Go to Page Setup e e S = il
* US Paper Sizes
. SR T Dhagaii & Marging
10. Press the + to start a New Size i
» Blog Page Sres L
3 Phota Sizas ([ p ”'l'!\'-ll.'l
11. Set the Orientation to Landscape oy |
8 & X7 Coverw bleed
. . . 8_5 ¥ 11w Bland
12.  Enter the Width and Height in Page §5X05 wBleed
Size from the Kindle Dimension ( P
from Step 3) R et
Beew Size
13. Set all the margins to 0
14. Press OK

. ‘ o—— 4] —a
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14. Click Fit, so you can see the

entire page.

PLACING THE COVER TEMPLATE ON THE PAGE

Create the Book Cover

1. Drop the PNG file you extracted in Step 6 onto the

page.

2. Open the Inspector and click on the Ruler (Metrics).
3. Click on the PNG image. Then Click the Original Size

button in the inspector.
4. Set the X and Y Position to 0.

] Metrics
oE e e AT

File Info

PAPERBACK_B.000x10.000_32_f

A

Size 16.320ir & 10.250ir ¥
Width Height

Constrain Proportions

Original Size

Position oo0ools o.000in 3

X Y
Now you have the template positioned correctly on Roate | ° ) o I eEf
the page. Ll
B e e o prpbesk ok
s Tiawrigilates - Lish 16 Fagi
Ty T et 1 e s M S0umn « S0 00mn

dreiad

|8
iioh il
wp il
ikl
iy 0

.......

Lo & Tidw
FiSaE u | N0
L e w W) B

v 10 250" Dverall Denerions

74" Spine Wide
1. B e

Pramium Coics
32 Pagas
‘Wihiln Papor

Next, you need to set the alignment bars to the margins. Except, this time, you are
going to use the margins on the template.

NoDrawingRequired.com
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5. Click and Drag the
Alignment Guide
from the ruler to the
Black Solid Line
(Trim Size) on the
Template. Repeat
this until all four
sides are finished.

6. Click and Drag the
Alignment Guide to
the Blue Dashed
Line (Spine Fold).
Repeat to cover the
second line.

Create the Book Cover

Black Solid Line =Trim Size

This &5 whane your book will be cul 1o procduce the final tim s@e

Bilue Dashed Line = Spine Fold

Fol placemant may vary slighly.

White Area = Live Area

Poslion logos, tex], and essantial images in ihes aras

Red Area = Qut of Liva/Bleed

Woue Background artwork miust Bl he sd amea. Do nod placs 1I0goa, e, or essenlial imagas in tha red area. Il your

artwork does nol mest 1hasa requiremants, il may be rejacied

REMOVE THIS TEMPLATE LAYER FROM FINAL ARTWORK.

Whaievar is visible in your digital artwork will alsa be visible in youwr printed artwork

1
|

7. Lock the Alignment Guides. Main Menu — View — Lock Alignment Guides

Instead of deleting the Template, you can move it to

the Master page.

8. Click on the Template.

9. Main Menu — Arrange — Move Element To

Master Page.

TO HIDE THE TEMPLATE
10. Open the inspector. Choose the Page tab.
11. Uncheck the Draw Master Page Elements box.

UPC CODE AREA

12.  So you don’t place anything over the UPC Code
Area. Drop a panel over the UPC Code Area and

lock it into place.

13.  When you have finished your cover design, hide it
(Opacity =0) or delete it.

Note: you can place a color or design in the UPC Code

Mumbering

* Continue from previous page

Layout

Save as Panel Layout

Texture

v

Master Page

+ Draw Master Page Elements

Start at: 1)

B~ o A ST

e

ST A0 I
= o .
= Z ]
Tf_.:.. _-"'“:EF !
Z Sl
oW o E

Area. The UPC code will be placed on top of it when
the book is printed. So plan accordingly.

NoDrawingRequired.com
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o— Create the Book Cover

CREATE THE THUMBNAIL COVER

You need to create one more book cover. The thumbnail
cover of your front cover. This will be used when Amazon,
Books in Print, and other online services offer your book.
The image you are creating is much larger than a thumbnail,
but that is how it is usually displayed.

The aspect ratio of the image is different than §X10, so you
will have to adjust your graphics to fit the thumbnail.

Bowkers and Kindle eBooks will want this image when you
set up your book.

Here are the recommended dimensions and format for the cover.

Format: JPEG (.jpeg/.jpg) format
Dimensions: Ideal dimensions for cover files are 2,560 pixels in height x
1,600 pixels in width.

We’re going to do a quick calculation and turn that from pixels to inches.
1600/300 (DPI) = 5.34 inches Wide
2560/300 (DPI) = 8.54 inches High

1. Create a New Project © Use Custom Page
Use Page Setup:
2. Open the Page Setup ISO Paper Sizes
headia Page Size: 5335in B.535 in
Main Menu — File — Page Comic Paper Sizes Wil nelghi
Setup * Book Paper Sizes Orientation: € Portrait
+ Square Paper Sizes Landscape
. * US Paper Sizes
3. Click + to Create a New Page Video e
. Qourman H|rgins
Size * Web Page Sizes
Blog Page Sizes e ELEO0UR e
. " 000 in ap 000
4. Select Portrait i L Right
* Tablet 0.000 in
< User Sizes Bottam
5. Enter 5.34 W X 8.54 H. 85X M Coverw blsed
. 8_5 X 11 w Bleed
6. Set the Margins to 0 B5XE.S5 w Bleed
Kindle Book Cover Marketing
: 5.56X8_5 with bleed
7. Click OK Eaemes
8 X710 w bleed
Mew Size
+ | -

. ‘ o—— 4 —-a
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o Create the Book Cover

8. Copy your text and graphics from your front book cover. Then rearrange and resize
the graphics to fit the thumbnail cover.

9. Export the file as a 300 DPI, = m % = =
ngh Quality, JPG image, FDF Images Photos ePub cBz

DON’T EXPORT THE B

THUMBNAIL COVER AS A Eormat: JPEG Quality: R

PDF. Resolution: 300 dpi Low High

Save it to a place where you can Pages: O Al From: to:

find it. You’ll need it on the mE “mNE

Bowker’s site and the Kindle ﬂifj Eé}J

eBook site. g Q
sl e

LINKS:

EbookCover Dimensions: https://kdp.amazon.com/en_
US/help/topic/G200645690
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Business Decisions

At this point in the process, you have a completed
book that you are ready to publish.

Now you need to decide how your book will be distributed and
marketed.

-'-.\/-—'-

Some people just want a book they can give their children and

grandchildren and sell to a few friends.

Others want to advertise and sell the book to a mass market audience.

The amount of work, time, and resources for these two goals are vastly different. Just
because you start down one of these paths doesn’t mean you can’t change directions.
But you need to decide now what you want to do so you can avoid a lot of issues later.
YOU ARE CREATING A SELF-PUBLISHING BUSINESS

Unless you plan on giving your books away and not making a profit, you are creating a
self-publishing business.

You might choose to open a sole-proprietorship and file a DBA for your business name
or you might choose to incorporate. To determine what is right for you, you need to
seek help in setting up your new business.

You don’t want to overlook anything when you’re setting up your business.
WHERE TO GO FOR HELP

The good news is that there is plenty of free help to get you setup.

The Small Busi Admini ion h
S A U.S. Small Business ¢ Small Business Administration has a

ohs ; number of organizations that offer one-
Administration on-one mentoring to walk you though

_’ the process.

Small Business Administration (SBA)
SBA.GOV
Small Business Development Centers (SBDC)

https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/resource-partners/small-business-development-
centers-sbdc

Women’s Business Centers

https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/resource-partners/womens-business-
centers#section-header-4
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o— Business Decisions —a

SCORE Business Mentoring
https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/resource-partners/score-business-mentoring
Veterans Business Outreach Center (VBOC)

https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/resource-partners/veterans-business-outreach-
center-vboc-program

Business laws and requirements vary from state to state.

Here are some questions to ask.

* What forms will I need to file?

* Will I need a business license?

* How do I collect taxes on the books that I sell?

*  Will my online distributor collect and remit the sales tax?

* Are their any yearly filing fees or deadlines that I need to be aware of?
* Do I need a business checking account?

* Do I need a post office box?

* How much will it cost to maintain the business on a yearly basis?

* Do I need an EIN (Employer Identification Number) from the IRS?

The purpose of this book isn’t to give you legal or business advice. Be sure and seek help
when setting up your business. If you have any questions, talk to a lawyer. Spending a
few dollars on good legal advice can save your thousands in legal fees if things go
wrong.

IMPORTANT: Decide what you are going to do before you
open your Kindle account or buy your ISBNs. Some of this
information can’t be changed once you’ve set it up.

« Don’t forget about collecting sales tax!
» Keep good records of your expenses and sales!

TIP: Consider using a pen name.

If your self-published book doesn’t sell as well as you hoped. It could hurt your chances of
getting an agent or a traditional publisher in the future. They check your sales records
before taking on you as a client or author, Just something to consider.

FYI:

Anytime you search the internet about publishing a book, 90% of the responses will be
from companies that want to charge you to help publish your book.
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Create a Kindle Account

Now that you’ve got your business setup, it’s time to open
your Kindle Account.

= % The sign-up process is straightforward. If you don’t have an
Amazon account, you’ll need to create one.

EEEEEEEEN
N gmmm—— = N
| J)

Then you’ll enter the author, payment information (how you’ll
get paid), and tax information.

kg in with your Amazon account

sign in

e wall e sigresd i g e serine e rves

Jomt. have an Amazon account

Sign up

Learn more about publishing
popular content on KDP:

Self-publish eBooks and paperbacks for free with
Kindle Direct Publishing, and reach millions of readers
on Amazon.

Comics & Graphe Movels
L0 Kids

tindle vella - MEW
Get to market fast. Fubiesi 1g takes less than 5 minunes and your bock appears on Kindie stores worlcwide
within 72 hours

Literature & Fictior
Make more money. Esm uo to 7% royalty on sales to oustomers in the US, Canada, UK, Germany, India,
Francs, ltaly Spain, lapan, Brazl Mesoa, Australfa and mane. Earall in KD Select and sarn mers morey through

Elndis Unilimited and the Kindle Cewsners’ Lending Library. ! ! S
Keep control, Keep cortrol of your rights and set your cwn 150 prices. Make changes Lo your boaks a1 any 1ims, rean-ficticn
Publish in dig't:l and prlnt. Punlish Kirglle eBooks and paperbacks Far res ar K0P
Get started today? sen-puntish with KDP far free, Leamn hiw easy it is
Siene Fiction & Fanrasy
Tepne & Filng Adalr

LINKS:

Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP) - https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/

Create a KDP Account: https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200620010
KDP Jumpstart Setup: https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G202187740

. ‘ o—— g —a
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Buy Your ISBNs

The International Standard Book Number (ISBN) is a unique
numeric identification code for published books.
It establishes you as the publisher of the book. Every PRINT
book distributed through Amazon, IngramSpark, and other
vendors is required to have an ISBN.

As of this writing, you can get one ISBN for $125 or ten ISBNs
for $300. My suggestion is to get ten. If you want to publish
your book in paperback and a hardcover, that will take two. Any
translated versions of your book will need their own ISBN. The
Bowker’s website has lots of information about this.

BEWARE THE FREE ISBN /®>

It might seem like a distributor like Amazon, IngramSpark, and others are doing you a
favor by giving you a free ISBN. However, That ISBN can’t be used outside of their
publishing service.

You can use free [SBNs from different distributors. If so, you will end up with a bunch of
ISBNs for one book. This looks unprofessional and might hurt your chances of being
stocked in bookstores and libraries.

My advice: You worked hard on your book, and you don’t know what the future will hold
for it. Invest in your own ISBN numbers.

ISBNs cannot be transferred on an
individual basis. If a self-publisher
wants to be identified as the
publisher, the self-publisher must
get their own ISBN. A printing
company or publisher services
company cannot sell, give away or
transfer one of their ISBNs to a
customer.

-myldentifiers.com FAQ

Note: This information on ISBNs applies to books published in the United States.
You can find the issuing agency for your country on this website.
The International ISBN Agency: https://www.isbn-international.org/agencies
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Buy Your ISBNs

CREATE A BOWKER ACCOUNT

1. Go to the Bowker’s website and create an account. https:/www.myidentifiers.com

Sign in to your Account Creabe a new account
Biai
3
2. We’ll leave it to you to fill in the blanks. PP —
. . — P il B e #ln
Pay special attention to the company ton et
. . . . & aned 15 charnciery
name. This is your imprint on KDP. Bpum oo S
Company Name™* .
This name will appear as the il
publisher of your ISBN(s). -
Amazon (KDP) refers to this S—— e L

item as your

“imprint” Personal name
may be used.
Wendaiing

It is what will appear on KDP as the Publisher.

Uy e pary b Foernat bos. i e Bpim. my
s woral olaerabon

G 1, aad OO (s

Product details

ASIN : BOBBBPCGMT

| Fave read and sczepd e Y Terea of Lss, 5

puibheraT 3f your BERL )
Amape. (KDF) relars o This
18 s e

gl Perscral narme
raay ba s

atarreni of Uhe, snd % Priscp Malcy

B een nercser comminicaioa s Bom Bowke nccing Measietien slerin, updanes

W D o) 00 W SO R0NS OIS OOE SNl ly T By BOWEET S DarEr

Publisher : Mo Drawing Required [(July 31, 2022)

Language : English

Paperback : 176 pages

I5BN-13 : 979-B585986822

Item Weight : 1.16 pounds
Dimensions : 8.5 x0.42 x 11 inches

YOU CAN’T CHANGE THIS
LATER. SO CHOOSE A
COMPANY NAME CAREFULLY.

NoDrawingRequired.com

TIP: You can’t change the company name.
But you can create a new imprint.
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BUY YOUR ISBN

NUMBERS

1. Login to your Bowker’s account.

2. Go to Register and Copyright Your Book — Buy ISBNs

Buy Your ISBNs

Register and Copyright Your Book -

Buy ISBNs
Buy I1SBNs in Bulk
ISBM Converter Tool
Barcode
CopyrightsMow!
CopyrightsLock
SAN

TIP:

Bowkers sells lots of book publishing services. Just buy the ISBN numbers. Don’t buy
barcodes, QR codes, or other services. You can DIY these things for less money.

3. Select the ISBN package that’s right for you.

Homg

10 ISBNs

» ESANS naver gepire e them as e ced

= =3

BEST SELLER

i in pran et ymiue

b P far i
! Fou e QT pour 5B al only §29.50

0 sl

100 I5BNs

s =

4. Check out and purchase your ISBNss.

ASSIGN AN ISBN

NoDrawingRequired.com

Now you need to assign one of you ISBNs to your book.

1. Login to Bowkers

2. Select My Account — Manage ISBNs

Welcorne Robert Herrick! Mo Drawing Required

Sign Out

My Account -
My Account

My Identifiers
Manage ISBNs

My Services >

My Subscriptions »
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o Assign an ISBN
3. Select one of the unassigned ISBNs and Click Assign Title.

_:;] BOWI(EF | DF NT |F | F R :_: F R-".-'r f.F :'-I Weleome: Robert Herded Mo Deawirg Raquired  Sign Dud ol VIR Maling |s3 m

Raegistar and Copyr gt Yolr Book - ublizh Your Bank - karket Yaur Bonk - Leam - “AllR -

My Subscriptions Ity Services Mty Profile Cata
ISBN Dashboard 10 ISBNs

Search by First  « - » | Last
SR e =
Clane gn
a Agsigrisd Ten Is Too Many 279-E-IHE HEAE-0-B Paperback Charge Huy Barcods
Clane g
Mo D aring Raquined: o Dant Have 1o Learn to Draw ta
A d J 2058 5 np
[ FETRS it ot O70-5-2059866-1 Ebank Charge Buy Barcade
Clane g
Mix Drirwing Required: ¥ou Dan't Hawa to Learn e Draw b
A d - o70-E-0 0. Chan cih
& sssone Ml e e 070-5-9859866-2-2 Paperbach harsge Buy Barcade
Ansign Titla TI-E-IRRIBER-2- Lipd o Buy Barcoda
Augigh Tile 979-5-9B5 95 68-4-6 Ul Buy Barcode

4. Fill out the information about your book.

Suggestion: Fill out the required sections. (Designated with a Red Asterisk.) You can fill
in the other information later.

Assign Your Book's Title Data ISBN: 979-8-9859868-0-8 Formviaw | Short il

1. Title & Cover 2. Contributors 3. Format & Slze 4. Sales & Pricing

Title Information Book Cover Image
o File Type: J7G anly
a KMinimum File Size 4KB

Ten Is Too Many & Paeimim File Sire SME

Book Tite & B Help

¥ Click here to expand Yolume and Edition forms

Subaitle 0 Halp

Can Elizabeth comguer the meariain of camata on har plate? The tergicn increases s she chews theough e comgetitien In
a I:aI.1I:~ .-qlla'-d-:r-:u ance, haw Il:r; £an s CortrieE u:ursl her It el:ra'u:u' reEmes |:J Its :a'mls L] k-:lln enls Tao

Desoribe your book {1714 of 250 wonds)

Original Publication Daie D Hep 1 ! ! :

Current Lasgusgs & Help

E}-r Hercich

English
Abkhaz Languags(s] selactec Vgl Augus 9, 2077
Achinese
Acholl

Tnaes B N0 Tile Sokoched
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o— Assign an ISBN

5. Upload the Thumbnail Book Cover JPG you created to the
Book Cover Image.

Book Cover Image

= Fia Tope JPO anly
= Bdirwrraar Fis Sos 4K8
= Mazimum File Sze SMB

TEN I
To0 !

Ty 2N |

Lot Ruguul B 2002

w P ik Saiecned

Lighemiel Chrggm ot [Pt

6. Regarding the Pricing Data. UNITED STATES Price Data
You can set it to: |currency Price Price Type Price Availability

Write for Info (No set price or free) LS Doltars Rtail Price

Currency: US Dollars o Bt = R

. . . . Set Dollar Amourt

Price Type: Retail Price it s RO

If necessary, It can be changed later. | _ _—
Note: This 1s NOT where the sale price | ...
of your book is set. That is done on the .
KDP Site. Price Type® @ Help

Retail Price

ISBN #
Book Title
Company Name (Imprint)

You will need the following information for the KDP page.

COPY THIS INFORMATION EXACTLY AS YOU ENTERED IT.

Publisher Imprints
¥ &3 Mo Drawing Required UMITED STATES

+ Add Imprint

Note: If you want a different name to appear as the publisher.
Go to My Account — My Profile Data — My Company. At
the book of the page you can create a new imprint.

Kindla Direct Publighing [Amaien)
Cusiomeers.

1T oot P B sioed Por sour irgeint
nama by Kindle érect Publishing or
wnolfver Amsdon division, you are Derg
asked for We Drawieg Sequired

For Msldentilier purposes, &n impind = a
rade name or brand name used instead of
W AT R B At i e
name to identify a line of boaks.

DD WOT ADD an imprint the i the qamrss
Name as your

SOMpartyd Grganization puldisher name.
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Publish Your Book on Kindle

All your hard work is getting ready to pay off. Soon, you’ll have a copy of your
book in your hands! It’s time to publish your print book on Amazon KDP.

It’s up to you to fill in the blanks as you did on the Bowker’s page.

I’1l point out any sections that need special attention.

KDP HOME PAGE

1. Login to your KDP account.
2. Click on the + Create Button.

Create. Manage. Publish.

Publish a naw title by clicking Create. Or manage your existing titles from your books below.

vroaten Create a new title or series.

Reach readers in the forman they want Yiod can now publish an eBaok, paperbadk, hardoover book, or Kindle + Create
wella story, If publishing a series, you can (reate an Amazon series page and add your books

New to KDPT Learn more about our redcuross o help yoi get started:

Create a book | Book timelnes | Free 158Ms | Toals and resources
‘lll"uur BﬂﬂkS SOFt by:  Last Modified v Filmer by:  an w Wiew titles in series QL Title, status, eLe m
Kindle slaak §2.80USD KIMDLE EBOOK ACTIONS
LIVE Updates In rese Wi D AT
Continue setug
Subimitted on Agril 20, 200 ASIN: BOETCCT 15H
BN | itcr The
= .
E Worried School Paperback FAPERBACK ACTIONS
Bus
ol Continue setup
By Robeert Herrick Last modified on fuly 23, 20@2
+ Create hardoower Link existing hardcower

Wy affer multiple formats?
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Publish Your Book on Kindle

What would you like to create?

'What would you like to create?
3 . SeleCt PaperbaCk ke a1 s Lt il il e Ll Vs (i il w00 (reieinis i i AL
Eindle plook Paperhadk
Crepin rhaooi Cremfr prperback
Seories page K ||i_-..‘llr.'l.'r|.|.1
Create sene pEje AW B

BETA

Hardcower

Creste hardeovar

SECTION 1: Paperback Details

4. The Book Title needs to be
EXACTLY as you entered it
on the Bowkers site.

NoDrawingRequired.com

Paperback Datails

Adule Contant

Paperback Content

-]
anguage
|

Book Tiile it s o e s 18 agpmars on the b

Baak Tals

Tenn

Jubrie

~
.

Paperback Rights & Pricing

L]

Save ol [oreirae
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Publish Your Book on Kindle

SECTION 2: Paperback Content

5. Print ISBN

6. Select “Use my own
ISBN.”

7. Enter the ISBN. You may
need to remove the
hyphens.

8. Enter the Imprint
(Company Name)
EXACTLY as you entered
it on the Bowkers site.

9. Leave the Publication Date
Blank,

SECTION 2: Paperback Content (continued)

10. Print Options

11. Ink and Paper Type:
Select “Premium color
interior with white paper.”

12. Trim Size: Select 8X10
in. (or whatever trim size
you choose for your book)

13. Bleed Settings: Select
“Bleed (PDF only)”

14. Paperback cover finish:

Select Glossy.

NoDrawingRequired.com
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Paperback Details Paperback Contemt Paperback Rights & Pricing
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Publish Your Book on Kindle

SECTION 2: Paperback Content (continued)

Import Your PDF into Kindle

By

15. Click “Upload paperback
manuscript.”

Manuscript

16. Upload your PDF
manuscript file that you
exported from Comic Life.

Book Cover

17. Upload your PDF Cover

file that you exported from
Comic Life.

Preview Your Book

Book Preview

18. Click “Launch

Previewer” This is covered
in the next section.

Summary

This shows your printing cost
and other information about

Manuscript Jpisa 0§ AL Al JaT 0D MIEND! LDMENE FOd B resil1n, %8 RInmTEn | ieaieeg b Foremamed POF BlE 1D DRB1E 10
=npk. ¥eu can ke upine S0 L eloe ], DHOCE Ltlaex], WML | Fermil, or BTF [ri9] Mckress Inpaneie, Latis, and Tiddnh amly
wipport FOF mampaoripts Le T Aot AT O 1 1 ¥ tr for pour prefemed wm e
Lhniad i Bk MiaPGLr R
l & Manuscript “Ten 5 teg Many Print book Color Enance.pdf™ upleaded successfullyl
Book Caver My receeniman 3 boak reserdre 3 peedl ek ppErene ORI D CIEEE B STRAR LR mr Do Cresear ol or ipdosd your pEn
SONE [BweT ’ [ e 15 1D (PRA0E VN (R (P
L i3l CFEALST B8 TSRS your BOGE SEw | Ukl yOu Sn CEVET TFISGE BF Lé KOP'S 008 Imagis]
o Bplead § coweer yau dlready hiee [prsn-resdy POF anly)
LIRid o
E il wiar Dinwin Bl
g
l & Cover uploaded successfullyl
Demrt porer covr milod v & bar oo
T i b 1T B et you e el nuding racksd e 3 b Joak chack. if - b pia B p
a W
Bo-ok Preview e e r $p #0 ch ok for s e iting sed prind gusiEy e I
[Tam T —
Summary Vassw Priting Cast
it Bvensk
Bk arsd Paper Typ Prameim ok nlsno 53 -E'E' e ]
b it g
LELELHED o T UE ]
e SatSng- Bewd FOF osiy)
Fapwbech cowar Banb Glaia
Tetom Bl 0. 5w 5
Pugs Caunt: 1
WATE o1 AiTEss on. |
BB an A
1505 an Amassn oo e s
Back 52 Dt

Rrer o Coreirne

your book.

Section 3.

We’re going to jump into the Kindle Previewer and then come back to finish up with
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The Kindle Previewer

THE KINDLE PREVIEWER

The Kindle previewer checks your manuscript for any errors that could ruin your
printed books. The majority of errors will be having your graphics outside the safe
zone.

x g Ten |3 Too My Paperback art help
1 Print Previewer Authosed by Robast Hermick Provide n ek

[raminas a POF procd

Quality Chack ; : : H
Cieca yosr beok & wibmEted for ! i E E
prbvbcatian, well parformn 3 ity ' H
g uiley & combinatian of maeckise i 1 H
arning Sdtnmatien, e dedaanod g -
Elarn o Darna visbinei., Same of e i H
Eeme we shech and mes anmaniy i i
e Bl RO Fon nOude Soite i 1
o, oo, mangine, and emisockded E i b'ﬂ
PR Pl fisie O Justhdiss B ¥
PRI I—— : : Robert Herrick
[P R T H H
i
Tt Fowr d et el grasdes on Barmaatting, i i
'

Voo Pags Vi | Thusbnl Ves | Page Range | 1 f52 B G
Prowiais uis Mo hose Selecrod M o

You can page through your book. Pay attention to the safe zone lines. It’s better to
have plenty of room around your graphics than to take things right to the edge.

Tier 18 Too Mary Paperhack Gt bl
Ao Ty Rolert Mevnch Pazaicic: ok Padbark

T NP TN LN L
Attention Parents: |

Primt Previewer

Quality Chack 3 -\ -f-
Dz o bk i3 slesimed fos iy ( \

pablicasion, well prriorm »quality 2 i
e ] R

amig, sutrr e, ared dodsted ] Carrobd are & pebenitial choking hasand! ; A J Eliznbwiby, finish eabi
ey of burman e sy aree oF the { \ Check with your child's doctor aboot the proper |! i carroba 5o we can have
e e e, it o e age to Introfuce soft-cooked and raw westables, I 3 ]

wrm Ale regprtees fer, relise aper ’
e bee, mages, Erel smibesicid . f \
Frsy Plegne = ere v peltioes 8o .

ermure your e mest o ‘
Spee A gL E

Trw Fluwmeh  wén il e’ bew curernn
Tap: bor d=taiimd gy ik om Snomesttng | Copyrght M), Rehert bemck
R ]

| Speool Tranks e ks, SOBYE Mlovgsss flerde Crnger Groep, 30 Ureverss and ol iie
h; raiwsrad amioe ar sk

’ E Lagwia redgen ol Dher e Ogepegl D r reiis Doy gl aoicking. Lk wn e

| s

M é wwm bl Eean rom

]
E B rghny ey Mo of T Boak m e srgesdiennd o atilmd, B any Jo o By i
U] e st o i, i e ereston ot a5

| coprevristve. Bapeductos of sy gorton of S beab for sdambonn parpesn don net |
h | comsisle for s i
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o The Kindle Previewer

WHAT ERRORS LOOK LIKE IN THE PRINT PREVIEWER

The Previewer will list the errors it finds on the left side of the page. You can click on
the page number to see the error. A red triangle with an exclamation point will flag the
error. Here the IRAY RENDER SETTINGS text is too close to the Safe Zone.

Rendering Controls

ERROR

LOAD YOUR SETTINGS

If your book has errors, it won't meet Select this preset from the Dimension Preset Dropdown to relond vour seftings.

owr guality standards. To publish your

book, you will need to fix the errors. e S
RENDER SETTINGS TAB

The Render Scttings Tab controls how your 30D world is converted into a 2D picture that you

This text is outside the will use in your book.

margins. Learn how to change
the margins in your original

]
]
[
"
I
]
]
L)
]
I
]
]
)
]
I
i
]
v You need 1o check some things to make sure things ane set up correctly.
"
!
]
n
L]
"
"
]
]
L)
"
"
]
n
n
]
"
[

file. Dz Studio saves changes that vou make to the Render Settings. You woi'l need to check
these every Line
130
*  Check that the Engine Dropdewn, located ai the top of the tab, is sed to NVENA Tray.
Quality Check

Once your book is submitted for -

publication, we'll perform a quality !“*" AENIER SETTINGS

review using a combination of machine GENERAL CONTROLS DROFDWN

learning, autemation, and dedicated IThis section eontrols the size thal your images

jire rendered.

v Dimension Preset (Global) - Toad and Save
Your rendering presets.

see file rejections for, include: spine [ e e

text, bleed, margins, and embedded ! Pixel Size (Globaly - This is the size in

ixels that your image will render. Change this
fonts. Please review our guidelines to o make your 2D preture larger or smaller.

teams of human reviewers. Some of the
itemns we check, and mast commaonly

Note: Make sure that any graphic that extends into the bleed area goes all the way to the
edge of the bleed. (Don’t leave any white space in the bleed area.) If you do, you will get
an email from Kindle when they do the final check on the book. The email will tell you to
increase the page size by .125 inches. Instead, check for white space and resubmit .

FIX ANY PROBLEMS

Exit the Print Previewer and fix any problems in Comic Life, then upload the new
PDF. Once things look good, Click the Approve button.

S WO
':_\E 5 o )

R

Exit Print Previewer Approve
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Publish Your Book

Approving or Exit Print Previewer will take you back to “Paperback Content.. Go to the
bottom of the screen and “Save and Continue.”

SECTION 3: Paperback Content (continued)

Paperback Details Paperback Content Paperback Rights & Pricing
a Complete ﬁ Complete a Complete
Territories Select the territories for which you hold distribution rights, Learn more about distribution rights.

a All territories (worldwide rights) What are worldwide rights?

) Individual territories What are Individual Territory rights? ~

Choose the location where you expect the majority of your book sales.

Primary
marketplace
Amazon.com v
Pri{:ing, roya “'F- FIIE!'r the list price you'd like ||::- sell your baok for, Your book 'n:'ill !'n'- ||i\|ri|1||!e'-:'.i" the rmarketplaces listed, You also hawe If.'-e'
option to make your book available to baokstores and other distributors, reaching readers beyond Amazon. How does pricing and

and distribution  gyaities work?

AMBEZ0N B Expanded
Distribution...
Parketplace . List Price . Printing . Rate.. Royalty .. Rate. Royalty.
Amazon.com : &55 |USD 5365 B60% $1.74 [ 40w %000

Min. 36.08, Max. $250.00
Al marketplaces are based o
this price

Pricing, royalty, and distribution

19. Enter your book price into the List Price box. You can play about with different
numbers to see what your royalty will be.

You have control over your book’s price and can change it at any time.

Suggestion: Check out similar books on Amazon to get an idea of what to price your
book.
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o— Publish Your Book

! ORDER AN AUTHOR PROOF

o0
20. Click on the Green “Request printed proofs of this book.”

This will let you order proofs of your book. The proofs come with a grey “Not For
Resale” banner across the front of the book.

l ﬂ Requast printed proofs of this book that you can order from the Amazon cart, When the book status changes to “Live,” you'll be able to onder authar
foples.

Save as Draft Fublish ¥our Paperback Book

= Back to Content

Request Proof Copies

Owder pronf copies of your hoak before publication. Proof copies ane printed wsing your latest updnaded hoak files which may differ from your bank's live
wersion. They will alse have a “Not For Resale” watermark on the cover and a unigue barcode but ne ISBN. You pay only the printing oost for your sebected
madetplace tines the number of eopies. Shipping and apalicable tanes will be applisd ar checkout, Laarm mans

Ten Is Too Many PROOF:

By Hodert Herrick

DRDER QUASNTITY

1 L T S —

MARKETPLALE OF ¥OUR ORDER LEARN MORE

AMATION COHm W

Total Cost {excleding shipping and taxes): USD $5.65 {565 3 1]
Docs mot include shipping and applicable tases. 'Within 4 howrs of submiiting your requ est, you will recsye an email with a link to complete your groof order. Flease
complete your purchase wethin 24 hours of receving this emal Learn mone

Back 1o Pricing Submit Pracl Reguest

TIP: Once you have a manuscript and cover upload and have fixed any errors, order
an author proof. The price is extremely reasonable, and you will find things to fix

that you didn’t see in the print previewer.
You can fix your manuscript and order new author proofs as often as you need to.
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o— Publish Your Book

ADJUSTING THE IMAGES
When you get your author proof, you might find that some of the images are too dark.

You can use the Image Adjustment tool in the Inspector to adjust the Brightness and
Exposure to lighten (or darken) the image.

TIP: If possible, avoid dark backgrounds e — ol & T
in your images, due to the printing process. L i -
Details get lost in the dark images. Image Adjustment
If you have dark images, the foreground Brightness 2
images should have a high contrast against i G
the dark background. Exposure X
Decreasing the contrast can bring out some O
detalils. Saturation —
50% &
Sharpness
EXPORT THE PDF AND UPLOAD IT TO SO
KINDLE AGAIN. i ol
It’s a good idea to order another author proof and .
make sure everything looks good. = opt|a
The print quality of your book will vary slightly with -
each printing run. o
In the tests I’ve run, it looks like Kindle makes some | image Filter
color adjustment on the images to optimize them for
.. . § | Imvert
printing. So, don’t spend too much time “fine- %
tuning” your images. s | colorize: | N
HOW DO YOU KNOW IF A BOOK IS i
FINISHED AND READY FOR PUBLICATION?

* Does it look professional?
 Is it spelled and punctuated correctly?

» Are there any errors that draw your attention? Can you fix them and still stay within
budget?

» Will fixing the problem sell more copies of your book?
There is no point when a book is finished. You just decide that it is finished.
You can always fix the problem and upload a new version.

However, that should never be a reason to upload an inferior product. You only get
one chance to make a first impression on your readers.
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o Publish Your Book

N
| ® SUBMISSION ACCOMPLISHED!
2 p 21. Once the problems are resolved, press the “Publish Your Paperback
— = Book” button.

Publish Your Paperback Book

KDP will do a final review and will accept your book. You will get the following popup.

Your paperback has been submitted

Give us your feedback

Ten Is Too Many
By Robert Herrick

$8.99 USD

o Next we'll review your book to ensure it meet KDP's
guidelines for book details, content, and quality.

If it passes our review, it can take up to 72 hours to
be available for purchase on Amazon. If it doesn't
pass our review, we'll email you.

During the review, the book will appear as "In
Review" on your Bookshelf. You can change your
book details, content, and pricing after the review's
done but you may have to resubmit your book to
ensure it meets our guidelines.

Give us your feedback

Done
S
Your book will appear on your KDP home page.
"fuur B.Du ks Sort by Lot Modeed - Filtber Bry: | [ [ ] Wiemar titless in series Q Title, status, ctc m
Kimdle sdnnk §2.99 UsD KINDLE EROOK ACTIONS
LIVE ~ Wimw an Amagon. Bennarte A atics
Submitted on December 20, 2019 ASIM: BOBZXAHWIE

rﬁw Ten Is Too Many

By Aobert Hernick Paperhack £3.99 UsD PAPERBACE ACTHING
IN REVIEW -~ Ee
Continue setup
Last madilfod on August 1, 2022
+ Create handoaver Lirk existing hardeowser
wity offer multiple formats? -
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o— Publish Your Book

THE MYSTERY ERROR

You need to know about an error that isn’t well documented on KDP.

Hopefully, all went well when you published your book. However, if you press the
“Publish Your Paperback Book” button and get the following error.

l @) Please fix the highlighted error(s) to continue

You check all the sections on KDP and can’t find any highlighted error.
That usually means is that your title and/or the ISBN number don’t match the
information entered on Bowkers.

You can check what 1s entered on Bowkers.
* Go to https://www.bookwire.com

» Enter your ISBN in the search box.

. Bowker ﬂn?nanmnmg n
BOOKWIRE

Books = All = 9TAS325986502

Related Keywords
Displaying 1- 1 of 1 results for keyword “8T08985936808" books

et b T ten too many herrick
robert

Ten |s Too Mamy!
Authaor: Hemnck, Robert
ISBN: 578
Bogk Format: Paperbac

Refine Options

Lizt Price: Contact Suppher cor = Format
Pl.lhl!:he_r.' Mo Drawing Reguired « Paperback (1}
Publication Data: Mar 2022
S r Buthor
v] £|24]®)
H F Status
+ List Price

OOPS - FIXING THE MYSTERY ERROR

Here is an example of how to fix the error.

I goofed up when I went to publish my book. I added an exclamation mark to my KDP
book title. Adding the exclamation mark to the KDP book title solved the problem.

Book Title Enter your title as it app
Book Title titles.
Ten Is Too Many! Book Title

Ten Is Too Many
BOWKERS BOOK TITLE

KDP BOOK TITLE
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Copyright Your Book

Congratulations!
You’re a self-published author.

This 1s a great accomplishment. Your
hard work and 1imagination have
transformed into a picture book you can
touch, read and share.

COPYRIGHT YOUR BOOK

Now is an excellent time to copyright your book. Flhng a copyright will help protect
your intellectual property. Registering a copyright isn’t difficult. You create an account

on the Library of Congress website. Fill out the form, upload your PDF and pay the
filing fee.

Filing a copyright is not required. If you have questions, check out the Library of
Congress website or talk to an attorney.

TIP: Registering a copyright is easy. Don’t pay someone to do it for you.

LINKS.

Library of Congress Copyright Office: https://copyright.gov
Copyright Office FAQ: https://copyright.gov/help/fag/

LOC Registration Portal:_https://copyright.gov/registration/
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Creating Your eBook

CONVERTING YOUR PRINT BOOK INTO AN EBOOK

Converting your print book into an eBook is much easier than creating the print
book. By using the Kindle Create program, you won’t have to layout or
reformat your book.

Import your PDF into Convert to Kindle
Install Kindle Create Kindle Create Comic Format

Export Your Kindle . Assign a ISBN
eBook KDF Preview Your book (Optional)

=¥

= |‘|‘ Hl‘l

Import your eBook
KPF into Kindle Publish your eBook

R

: . B—— p7 —=
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o— Creating Your eBook

YOUR EBOOK

This was covered earlier in the book. You have two options to create an eBook. Use
Kindle Create to create a Comic Version of your book or create a separate Comic Life
Version. Creating the Kindle Create version is the easiest and fastest option.

In the current market, you will sell more print books than ebooks. So you use your eBook
to drive sales of your print book.

The main drawback of using Kindle Create Comic Book Layout is that it is only available
on Kindle.

* Although, you can export your Comic life layout to other formats. Exporting your
eBook to other eBook publishing platforms like iBooks, Kobo, and Barnes and
Noble is outside the scope of this book.

YOU CAN CREATE TWO SEPARATE VERSIONS

You can create two separate layouts to get a print and an eBook version. You would
make a copy of the Comic Life file and reformat it for the eBook version.

1 suggest converting your print book to a Kindle eBook with Kindle Create Comic layout
and publish it. If you don t like the results, you can always create a separate eBook
version and publish that.

IF YOU DECIDE TO CREATE TWO VERSIONS

* Save As your Comic Life -
. Use Cus Pag
project to a new file name. i
* You want to make sure 150 Paper Sizes
you have both versions of | | > wmedia Page Size:
the I'O'eCt. Comic Paper ;izes wiclth haight
pIoj * Book Paper Sizes Orientation: @ Portrait
. * Square Paper Sizes Landsc
e TIP: Group all of the items < LIS Paper Sizes e
on each page. Then shrink Tablaid Document Margins
. USs Legal
the graphics before you e
resize the page. > Video Top 00!
Web Page Sizes ool o
* Set your Page Setup to the Yrilhea Enucizes Boszoen
. . Photo Sizes
Kindle Fire HD v Tablet
iPad
Kindle Fire
Kindle Paperwhite
Mexus 7
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o— Creating Your eBook —a

\1, 1. Download and Install Kindle Create.

Kindle Create

Creating a professional quality book has never been easier.

Download for PC Download for Mac

LINK: Kindle Create: https://www.amazon.com/Kindle-Create/
b?1e=UTF8&node=18292298011

2. Open Kindle Create.
3. Click Create New.

[ ] Kindle Create

Create New

Recents

5_5 X B_5 test template_KChkch
Jal 27, 2022

Ten s too Many eBook Comic Layou—
Il 24, 2022

Waorried Schoal Bus Final_KC.kch
Jul 23, 2022

kindlecreate

create beautiful kindle books

View User Guide | Open an Existing File.. m

LINK: Prepare Comic eBooks with Kindle Create :
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/GIMRDIF78MS9F43R
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4. Select Comics Icon and click Continue.

Creating Your eBook

REFLOWABLE

o

i7

COMICS

]

PRINT REPLICA

Kindl= Create

Mostly used for Graphic Novels

+ Highlights

Format your comic from a PDF file or a stack of

consecutive JPEGs

Guided View
EFFPOWET NG WSErs 1o
zoom from panel to

Comics formar allows you te zgom from panel e panel within a given book so it s easy 1o panel
follaw a story and quickly create a great digital experience fram your print ready file

1 Create pages from
e maore than one PFDF or
@ Free kindle reading apps For i08, Android @ Eindle e-Readers ipegs

& Fire Tablets

Open Tutorial

TIP: The Tutorial has detailed instructions
about the Comics (Guided View) tool.

5. Set your Reading Direction to Left-to-Right.

6. Set the Landscape Page View to Facing Pages.
7. Click Continue

REFLOWASLE

=

PRINT REPLICA

Kindle Create
Comics
Choose your book properties
Reading Direction ®) Lefi-ng-Right
Right-to-Left

wF F;
Landscape Page View SR

Single Pages

NoDrawingRequired.com
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o Creating Your eBook
IMPORT YOUR PDF INTO KINDLE CREATE
5. Set the Files of Type Dropdown to PDF.

- |
a ‘ 6. Load your Comic Life PDF into Kindle Create.

B =0
L gt Hain Bla
] [l @ P -
e Lok i B MolamanSandsh 1 TBSSOVG N Pubiish Pent Beok B 2 6ME
I T T, — B — MR vy
I mbemerser 0 o ~ Eoider 7T _S6PW
= 1 P!
;E La :E'-'kmmr'h B EOP Scresnshois — Folder TR0{.12 PN
- B dirade Creme C ol Sonematan — Folder  TEI0{. 36 P
oM B oewimsm N
B smecus o
ﬂum =
L
B samomusm |
-_— B sercroam -
= BR comapplerm *
PR KEFLICA il .
Pl
TRV e g e ] Cancal
POF [ pd)
Eack Chanse Filels) (paf, jeg)

7. Your book appears opens in Kindle Create

T

MNew Project ¥N
7. Save your project. Dpenikroieet =
. . . Open Recent >

Main Menu — File — Save Project
Close Project EW

Save Project

Save Project As 03 5

: : o—— 7] —=
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o— Creating Your eBook

CONVERT YOUR BOOK

Here are the steps to convert your print book to
the Kindle eBook Comic format. This doesn’t
take much time and can be fun to do.

1. Click on a page
2. Add a Full Page Panel

w

. Frame the panel you just added around the graphic you
want to display.

Preview the page.
Fix any issues.

Add panels until you have the page completed

-

Proceed to the Next Page.

Note: You can use the Auto-Detect Panels when you start a
new page. This works well if you have separate illustrations
on the page.

1. CLICK ON A PAGE

TRV 1S 700 )
Select a page from the Left Hand f_’_—)
Panel. -

Page Attribules

Includa in Tabla of Contants

PAGE TYPE

Single Page

O Facing Pags
Guided Yiew Panels
4 dute-detect Panels
Claar &l Fueset Mask
Drag ko reonder
N T
] D Size: 1051 ¥ 205 m
Width Height
05+ z A5
Left Top
a5 . 772
Mask Opacity
- -

A Full Page Parel

4
2. ADD A FULL PAGE PANEL
Add Full Page Panel
Click the “Add Full Page Panel” button.
Guided View Panels

Note: If you use the Auto-detect Panels
button, use it when you start working on e
a new page. Auto-detect will erase
existing panels on a page. clear Al Rosot Mask
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o Creating Your eBook

3. FRAME THE PANEL AROUND THE GRAPHIC YOU WANT TO DISPLAY.

Use the White Control Points to position the panel over the image.
Note: The number in the black circle designates the panel number.

You control the panel display order, color, and opacity [ Praetereerder

from the Right-Hand control panel.
. 1 [ size: 937 x 891
Note: Drag the panels to change the display order.

2 Slza: 1051 x 295
Tip: Play around with the Mask Color and Opacity. u
You won'’t see these results until you preview the page. Width Height
You can also change the Page Type for individual 1061 [SI 295 -
pages. Left Top
745 = 2172

PAGE TYPE

_ Single Page Mt Sracty

© Facing Page -“' 100 5
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o— Creating Your eBook

4. PREVIEW THE PAGE

Click the Preview button located in =
the upper right-hand corner of the Save
Kindle Create program.

Incly devices.

Freview wiat pour readers
will experience on different

L H

Preview Generate

The Previewer opens, and you can step through the frames of your book.

- 5 View All Pages ¥ 17 Locatwon
Device Type Dwimntali...
Tabat - a8
Font Bire
j ¥
Location 32 of 17

—_——1T%

4 Enhanced Typessiling

Try out different formats by changing the orientation and
the device type.

S. FIX ANY PROBLEMS

* Preview Options

Device Type Orientati...

Tablet j U n

Close the print previewer and correct any issues. Keep testing and trying new things.

TIP: Don’t forget to save often!
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o— Creating Your eBook —a

6. ADD PANELS UNTIL YOU HAVE THE PAGE COMPLETED

Add panels until the page works the way you want.

You can open or finish the page with a full page image. This can help orient (or
remind) the reader of what is happening in the illustration.

Not all pages need to have multiple panels.

Your intuition and doing what feels right is your best guide to creating panels and
how they are displayed.

-E‘

I have tcu::u man}r

7. PROCEED TO THE NEXT PAGE

One down, thirty-one to go!
Save your project!
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o— Creating Your eBook —a

8. EXPORT YOUR EBOOK
KPF You’re going to export your project to a publishable (KPF) file.

— B
1. Click the Generate icon. n D “

Save Preview Generate

2. Save the KPF package file. _T

Laak in: B [Volumes{Sandisk1TESS...If Publish Print Book & @ @ [= =
e Cﬂ‘l'l“‘.'l I-._f‘«lﬂl'l'»i"' a | Bize Zind Date PAp il

ke o 5_5 X B_6 tast template_KC == Folder  7/30/..36 PM

M robert

B Doty | *

-— 0 SxB8 Templata - Folder  7{24/..37 PM

DL
55 oownl

B see
B
Q Sandi:
) wo re

- L
File narne:  Ten s too Many Print book Test Facing kpf Save 1
Files of type:  Fackage (" kpf) - Cancel

3. Your file is ready to publish!

[ ] Kirdla Craate

Your fila is ready to publish?

Uk your ked Hie om K et Publishing te publisk an
soaak on Lhe kindle slons,

T |_.E-Irl1 mare abourt:

T e
ot

| Show &pd toldar ok
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B Publish Your eBook on

Kindle

[EE]
==

You’re in the home stretch!

1. Log in to your Kindle Account

2. Locate your book on the home page.
3. Click the “+ Create eBook” button.

!

By Robert Herrick

Your Boo ks SOt by Last Modified Filter by &l W

Kindle eflook

TEN I
00 Ten Is Too Many

LIVE Updates publishing
Submitted on December 20, 2019
Paperizack

LIVE

Submitted on August 1, 2022

Create hardoower

Why offer multiple formats?

Wiew titles in series Q, Title, status, of

$2.99 UsD KINDLE EBOOK ACTIONS
Wiew on Amazan

Continue setug
ASIN; BOS2 XRHWZE

$6.959 USD FPAFERBALE ACTIOMS
Wiew on Amazon

Drder authar copias
ASIN: BOBTOCETZG

Link &xisting hardoower

—a

Most of the information from the print book will be duplicated in your eBook

information.

Publishing an eBook on Kindle is almost identical to publishing a print book.

Kindle eBook Details

& compee

Language

Book Title

Kindle eBook Content Kindle eBook Pricing
B compis B compleis

Dhessap your wfacks pricary angeage [Ihe language m mhich e Boak was writtan]. Leam soce slonl languages sussris:d o
Eirxile

Ergliss L

Eres por thle as it agpesrs an the book cover. This field cannot be changed atter veur book ks puslished. Leam more a2t book
litles

Book Title

Wialber 1he vinmasd Schonl s

Sove a5 Drof Sawe and Continue

Meet =tep: Content
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o Publish Your eBook on Kindle

IMPORT YOUR EBOOK KPF INTO KINDLE

DIGITAL RIGHTS MANAGEMENT (DRM)
4. Set DRM to Yes

UPLOAD EBOOK MANUSCRIPT

5. Click the “Upload eBook Manuscript to load the KDF file you exported
from Kindle Create.

Kindle eBook Details Kindle eBook Content Kindle eBook Pricing
g Complete a Complote a Complets
Manusc ript Please read our KDP Cantent Guidelines and upload a manuscript containing interior content for your Kindle eBook. View

supported file types -

Digital Rights Management (DRM)
Enable DRM on this Kindle eBookHow is my Kindle eBook affected by DRM? -

Recommended formats for Kindle eBooks: docx, EFUB and KPF. See a full list here. Note: Starting August 1, 2021, we will no
longer support files in MOBI format when publishing new reflowable eBooks ar updating the content Tor previously published
eBooks, Learn more

ﬂ Use Kindle Create to transform your manuscript to an eBook with professional book themes, images, and Table of
Contents. Click here to download for free.

5 Upload eBook manuscript

@ Manuscript "Ten s too Many eBook Comic Layout.kpf" uploaded successfully!

File processing complete, Manuscript check complete

@ spell Check

There are no spelling errors
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Publish Your eBook on Kindle

KINDLE EBOOK COVER
6. Upload the Thumbnail Cover you created earlier.

Cover

Kindle eBook

‘Wi recommend a hoak cover far a gond reader experence. You can croate 2 cover wsing aur Coser Creatar tonl or Lpload your dan
Kincle Rk coves, Sas nir rover giidelines

U Use Cower Creator ta make your boak eover [upload your own dover Image ar wse K0P stock images)
D Upload a cover you already hawve (PG, TIFF only]

mmﬂ' Upload your covar file

'& I & Cover uploaded successfully!

7. Launch Previewer

Kindle eBook
Preview

Online Froviewsr
Preview vour boak caline and see how i apaears on Kindle and moblle desvices, For previewing books afth interactive features we
recammend dawnloadng the Kindle Previewer.

Launch Prewvieser

Downloadable Preview Options

T wiew your hoak directly on your Kindie or by using the Kindle Previeswer, fallow the instructions below. For the hest viewing
expefieice, we relormmend using Kindle Previessr. Download Kindle Previeswer

1. Downtoad your comverted book file: HTHL

2, To preview on your camputern, downlaad Kindle Fravewer and open yaur book Inthe teal

3. Ta presiews on your Kindle, serud your book file to your Serd-to-Kirdle emesl sddress, If tryng bo vies MOBI or other files, you
can export those farmats using Kindie Previewer, Laam mone

IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM PREVIEWING YOUR EBOOK ON KINDLE
PREVIEWER AND ONLINE

Guided Panels MAY NOT display correctly on Kindle Previewer or the Online previewer.
This happened when I published my “Ten Is Too Many” eBook. I am only able to see the

Guided Panels in Kindle Create.
The published eBook works correctly in the Kindle Readers and Viewers.

So, don’t panic if your book isn’t working correctly in the previewers.
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o— Publish Your eBook on Kindle —a

REGARDING ISBNS FOR EBOOKS

ISBNs for eBooks are optional. The main advantage of adding an ISBN number
to an eBook is that it looks more professional and is easier for retailers to
locate. Do what you think is best for your eBook.

Kindle eBook ESBN (Dptiorall
ISEN Kindle eBacks are not required ta have ar (GBRL Wt is an SN

Publisher |0 psional

< Back to Detalls Sauwe 3 Draft Eavn and Cortinde

et step: Pricing

EBOOK PRICING

KDP SELECT ENROLLMENT

Amazon Kindle offers a program to market your eBook exclusively on Amazon Kindle.
Since the Comic View version will only work on Kindle readers and viewers, this might be a
good option for you. However, you must decide if that is what is best for your book.

Read the Kindle Select program documentation thoroughly before enrolling.

Kindle eBook Details Kindle eBook Conbent Kindle eBook Pricing
Q Compleea a Cremipleae ﬂ nFsgnoa.
KDP Select Enrallment Flaximize My Boyslties wath KOP S lect | pifcnali
Wihth ELF Soloon, yod can redch mor reddors, cam more mioney, and masdmizs vour sales potencial. Te encer the Eirdle
Stargtallor camiest, wour aBook mods 1o b ennelliod in KDP Selacr Lear mone about KDP Selact. Hesw Da I Ennall?
Temritories Selpct the serrttares for which you howd diszribution dghts. To anter the Kindie Storptelar comtest, you need maks vour

biook: awailasde at least bn Amazen.co.uk Leam meoe asout distibution rishes

D Al cervitaries fworldwddn Flghts] winer e wnrdwioe rghre -

Indlvicual testriories What are Incividusd Temtory ighes?
Primary marketplace Uhimens Hs boratinn whisre yon expes | e mapnty nf ynie hook sabes
AMEZAN.Lom v

LINKS:
Self-Publishing and KDP Select: https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/select

KDP Select: https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200798990
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o— Publish Your eBook on Kindle

PRICING, ROYALTY AND DISTRIBUTION

You have two royalty options to choose from. Read the KDP documentation on eBook
Royalties. (see link) to determine which rate is suitable for your book.

8. Enter your eBook price in the List Price to see the costs and royalty.
* Most self-published picture books sell for $2.99

F‘r-icingl my EII.[Y -EII'Id Zelect a royalty plan and set your Kindle eBook list prices below
[
distribution 0 5% 0%

ﬂ Your book file size after conversion is 7.14 MB.

Markenplace Lizt Price

Dalivery Rate Faryalty
AETON, COM ¢ 2.gg | USD $0.00 35% $1.05
Must be 41954 200,00 3107 T0%: 31.34
All marketplaces are based on
this price

The fallewing List prices were corverted based on the previous price you entered

Amiazon. in - 239 . MR 302 0 354 L
withouk

Musst b TEA-T10099 NG5S
Based an Amadon. com

Amazon.couk £ 243 | GBF £0.00 35% £0.87

LINK: KDP eBook Royalties: https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200644210

BOOK LENDING

9. Read the Book Lending information to decide if it is something you
want to allow.

Book LE”'.‘””EI Allew Kindle Besak Lending (op-ioeal)

Alloes your custamers to kend your Kindle cBook after purchasing it to their friends and family for a duraton of 14
days. Lezrn mare abowt Kindle Book Lending.

Allow ereding For this book

Terms & Conditions It can take up 1o 72 hours For your Citle Lo be peailable Tor purchess on Smezon

By clicking Publish Below, | confim that | have ail fights necassary e make the comtent | am upleading available

tor marketing, distribution and sale ineach territory | have indicated abowe, ard that | am in compliance with the
KF Terms and Conditions.

= Back to Combert st a5 Draft Pubdish Your Kindle cBook

10. PUBLISH YOUR EBOOK!

Congratulations!
Your eBook 1s Published!
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The Next Steps

MARKETING YOUR BOOK

Marketing your book is the most challenging part of being a self-published author. It is
also your biggest expense.

Set a marketing budget for your book. Understand the costs of any marketing campaign
before you commit to it. Remember that marketing needs to bring in more money than
you spend on it. Make a plan. Monitor your costs. Be realistic. Don’t spend more than
you can afford.

BOOKSTORES AND LIBRARIES

If you want to get your book into libraries, you should do a few more things to make it
easier for librarians to order your book.

* Put your book on IngramSpark

* Get a Library of Congress Control Number (LCCN) by creating an account in the
PrePub Book Link. (See links below.) The LCCN is placed on your copyright page.

* Get a cataloging-in-publication (CIP) data block that you put on your copyright page.

* NOTE: an LCCN and CIP are not required. However, you should get them if you
want to present your book to stores and libraries as professionally published.

Once published/distributed on IngramSpark, your book will be available for bookstores
and libraries to order. Some local stores might, but some have a policy of not ordering
self-published books.

OFFSET PRINTING

If you get a big order (you have the purchase order in hand), look into getting a local
printer to print copies on an offset press. The minimum order size is usually 1000
copies.

LINKS:
IngramSpark: www.ingramspark.com

Library of Congress (LOC) PrePub Book Link: https://www.loc.gov/publish/
prepubbooklink/about/index.html

LOC PCN Program:_https://www.loc.gov/publish/pcn/about/process.html

LOC PCN Author User Guide: https://www.loc.gov/publish/prepubbooklink/author-self-
publisher-user-guide/

How to Get Your Book into Public Libraries: https://www.authorlearningcenter.com/
publishing/distribution-sales/w/libraries/7658/how-to-get-your-book-into-public-
libraries-and-why-it-matters

CIP blocks for Independent Publishers: www.cipblock.com
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o— The Business of Self-Publishing —a
The Best Self-Publishing Advice:
Never print more copies than you can

i !
give away! -
If you jumped to this section first, congratulations! : .__' al
If not, PAY ATTENTION! ) -

IT’S A BUSINESS

Odds are you would like your book to generate income for you. You put a lot of work into
it, and want some reward for your efforts.

You need to treat this like the business that it is.
« Set your budget. Stick to it!
* Know your costs before you start.

Production

Art, Editing, Design, Layout, Development Costs
Marketing / Advertising
Shipping / Returns
Legal - Copyright, Contracts, Distribution agreements
Equipment, Software, Internet
Taxes, Business Licenses

USE PRINT-ON-DEMAND

Use POD when you are first starting. Order a few author copies and test market your books.
You might only break even on your POD copies.

Trust me, it’s better to spend $50 on test marketing than to have $5,000 worth of books
sitting unsold in your garage.

The time to get your books printed at a local printer is you have the purchase order in hand
for a thousand (or more) copies.

FYT: A thousand copies is usually the
minimum order for a local offset printer.
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The Business of Self-Publishing

The Myths of Self- Publishing

WHAT YOU ARE THINKING
» Ineed to place a big order to keep the

TRANSLATION
« [ want to fill my home with books I

price down. need to sell.
» The book will sell itself. * No! It won’t. You are going to have to
market and promote your book.
* Artists will illustrate my book for a * Nope.

percentage of the profits.

* You might. But spend money like you

» [ am going to make a lot of money. ou
are giving your book away for free.

» A publishing company will see my book * Unlikely. This will only happen if your
and want to publish it. book 1s successful. So, why would you

want to give them 80% of the profit?

I WANT TO SELF-PUBLISH

There are a lot of reasons that people want to self-publish their books. These include
everything from making a legacy book for their children and grandchildren to taking
charge of your book’s destiny.

The good news is that self-publishing has changed significantly over the past ten years.

The old adage, ’never print more books than you can give away”, is still true. But eBooks
and Print-On-Demand (POD) books have changed the game. Creating your book and
making it available online is very affordable, especially if you do everything yourself.

The hardest and most expensive part of self-publishing a successful book isn’t creating or
publishing the book. The hardest part is marketing and selling the book.

I don’t want to discourage you from self-publishing, but I want you to go into it with your
eyes open.

WHY I WROTE THIS BOOK
Self-publishing a picture book is a big commitment.

As a self-publisher, I’'m tired of “full-service” companies that offer to assist self-publishers
and charge thousands of dollars for things that people can easily do themselves.

Tip: If you are considering having them produce your book, take a look at what the final
cost per copy of those books will be. Adding extra dollars to the cost of the book is money
you won’t see. Also, make sure you keep all your rights.
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o— The Business of Self-Publishing

There are also companies that will handle the distribution. But they want a percentage
of your sales. They don’t have any special access to distributors. You can place the
book with any distributor.

In the U.S., most of your sales will come from Amazon and IngramSpark. So why give
up part of your profits?

As you learned in this book, you can create your own illustrations, and format, and
publish your book.

MORE ADVICE
» Be realistic about your time, budget and goals.

 Publish your book for the joy of creating something you put your heart and soul into
and can be proud of.

* Don’t count on future sales to cover the costs. It’s like gambling. Only spend what you
can afford to lose.

* You might not make money with your first book. Make sure you have the resources to
create additional books.

* Once you self-publish your first book, you will have the skills to create many more.
» There are many factors in a book’s success that are out of your control.

 Traditional or self-publishing is not a retirement plan. Don’t quit your day job.

* Do not count sales to friends and relatives. When making decisions about how many
copies you can sell.

HIRING HELP

If you have bigger plans, you can do the other jobs yourself, or you can find people to help.
If you do, make sure you have a contract in place with them, so there is no question as
to who owns the rights to your work.

RIGHTS

As the creator of your book, you have a lot of different rights that you can license to other
people. These include movie rights, foreign rights, toy rights, etc. These are worth the
money! Always talk to an attorney before you sign away any rights to your intellectual
properties.
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Go Forth and Publish!

I wish you the best of luck in your self-publishing journey.

Please tell others about this book and how they can get it for free at
NoDrawingRequired.com.

I hope this book has helped you save money and get your picture book
published.

If you have any questions or you’ve found this book to be helpful, please email
me at Robert@NoDrawingRequired.com

If you have any complaints, send them to me too. I want this to be a go-to
resource for self-published children’s book authors, and I can’t do that without
your help.

I look forward to hearing from you!
Regards,

Robert Herrick
Aug 2022

“It's not about money or connections. It's
the willingness to outwork and outlearn
everyone when it comes to your business.
And if it fails, you learn from what
happened and do a better job next time.”
— Mark Cuban
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